CULMINATES
SIX-YEAR
EFFORT

by Nate Gruel, Chair

Task Force on Sexual Ethics

O the weekend of May

17-19, 1985, ten members of
Dignity met together in San
Francisco to begin the proc-
ess of fulfilling the mandate
of a motion passed by the
House of Delegates in Seattle
in 1983, That mandate was
in partial recognition of
Dignity's twentieth anniver
sary, o present a document
to the Executive House of
Delegates forapproval at that
body's meeting on the ocea
sion of the 1989 Mational
Convention,"

Out of that first meeting, the
Task Force on Sexual Ethics
issued the following message
to the entire Dignity mem-
bership: " Asmembers of your
Task Force on Sexual Ethics,
our first act is to address
oursclves to the prayer, re-
flection, and study that are
essential to success. With the
guidance and support of Je-
sug' Spirit, we can discern
together and dedicate our-
selves to an expression of our
sexuality 'in a manner that is

consonant withChrist'steach-
ing." Wecommit oursclves to
listening to you and to your
experience.”

Over four and a half years
have passed since that first
mweting. During that time,
the Task Force met eight
times, ting the cities of
Mew York, Vancouver, Phila-
delphia, Chicago, Miami,
Indianapolis, and Cincinnati,
An initial draft of the docu
ment was presented to the
Dignity membership in Mi-

ami in July, 1987, and a final |

edition was completed in
March, 1984, under the care
ful scrutiny of a professional
editor.

Within the pages of this spe
cial editien of the Dignity,
USA national newsletter, the
Task Force is grateful and
proud to pass on to you its
final report — "Sexual x
- Experience, Growth, Chal

The House of Dele-
voted in San Francisco
past August to “fully
acceptand endorse the docu-
ment. ..."

It should be noted and em-
phasized that in reality what
the Dignity membership has
thereby accepted and en-
dorsed is nothing other than
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its own lived experience. [t
wais at the Vancouver meet
ing in February, 1986, that the
Task Force determined to take
a decisively non-authoritar.
ian, non-hierarchial approach
to dealing with the subject of
sexual ethics, The operative
principle here was that the
Church mustbeinstructed by
the lived experience of its
people. The Task Force also
devided, however, not to see
the hicrarchy as the primary
audience of the document.

Instead, the document was
defined as communication
from the people of God to the
people of God. As such, the
document was seen as filling
a pastoral role, and was there-
fore intended o be a source
of "conscience formation and
spiritual growth.” It was to
that end that the Task Force
set ilsell o the task of listen-
ing to the Dignity member-
ship via the two survey
sources which it had devel-
aped. The end resull, we be-




