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Weakland Evicts Milwaukee Chapter

In two differsnt dioceses of
events took place in recent weeka.
kee, the chapter was svicted from

Wisconsin, two very dlfferent
In the Archdlocese of MIlwau-
Its parish meeting site. In the

Dlocess of Maalson. pecple gathered at an AIDS Service co-sponsct

A Blessed Easter to All
Our Members and Frlends
from the Officers and
Board of Directors of
DIGNITY-USA

Act oy Willlam Hart McHichols
Used with permissicn

Wisconsin Service

Over one hundred peopls gath-
eced in Madison, Wisconain recently
for a Servi of Remembrance and Re
<onolliation ang created a memorial
banner for groups to use in worship
and ecucat|on about care for per-

ving with AIDS and those
whose |ives are affected by the di-
aea

Symoolle rituals, music, post-
F¥. dance. prayer and atories sn-
hancec the service which was heig
at Prea House. an interdominational
Christian center on the Madisen cam
Pus of the University of Wisconsin.

INTEGRITY-DIGNITY Nadison spon
Soced the annual event in cocpera-
tion with an ecumenical group of
clergy and laity and Affiemation,
the Unitea Methodist gay.lesbian
group. Ron Konarat, an [/D member
reag Michael Niemoeller s poem,
“The Hames - Like Hands Together, ®
which the DIGNITY-Lo= Angeles
memoer wrote after viewing the
AIDS quilt, The posm evokes strong
images of names Joining together
ana being raised up by the hands of
lavea ones wno work together on the
quillt. It sppeared on a recent
front page of this naticnal
nevsietter,

Clergy of many ceneminations
ingluging Prespyterian, Lutheran,
Roman Cathollc, Moravian took part
during the secvice: people were in
vited to write the names of deceas-
#Q friencs on a banner which will
oOF uSed as a memorial In area mer-
vices: and lec a congregational Lit
any "for the ceath of fear,” as
#lip= of paper were burned. Liturgi
cal dancers moved to the folk hymn

Wh}' Bother?_‘” God Ia For Us, Whe Can Be Agaln

PART [1 of *Why Bother?
Lesblan and Gay People
trom the Christlan Tradltlon
appears on pages 6-7

MARY E. HUNT, Ph.D.

St?° = a feminist piece because the
tWo women embrace and Support each
ather several times. A loaf of rye
bread was oroke and distributed as
4 aymool of unity among all present
Al=o included in the two-hour ser-
vice was a slide snow of panela
from the national quilt am well as
Music Oy a pianist, celllst, gultar
Ist and mingers.

Archblshop Rembert Weakland.
of Hllwaukee, Wisconsin, Jolned an
increasing number of American bls-
hops who have banned local DIGHITY
chapters from meeting ln Cathollc

tacllitles, Weakland, a College-
ville Benedictine monk, i3 consider
ed to be among the most |lberal of

the American bishops.

Weakland has named St. Plus X
Pari=n in Milwaukee to be a center
for gay and lesbian ministcy and a
week |y Mass ana other services will
be planned thers. He cited the "ag-
gressive stance against church doc-
trine (on homosexuallty)® which he
feels DIGNITY has taken in cecent
years, as being incompatible with
continued use of church facilities.

Hla actlon has not ceterrea
the chapter uhich has found another
location for their liturgies - the
Cream Clty Foundatlon Center, a gay
and |esplan community center. Ac—
cording te Kevin Guader, chapter
chairperson, the chapter has some
Priests uho have agreed to preside
At their Masses.

CHICAGD UPDATE

Hembers and friends of

DIGNITY
ed ln a candlelignt at

d ig

the Cenacle Retreat House in Chi-
oage. Wnich for several years nas
hoated their annual cetreat. This

¥®Ar, the chapter recelved notlce

trom the Cenacle Sisters that they
wouid no longer oe welcome am a

tlonships can oe "loving, |lfe-
Riving and Iife-affirming.” This
Statement was agdopted by the House
of Delegates at the L987 Mlami Con
vention.

Slater Rossmacy Duncan, minia=
try coordinator for the retreat cen
ter stated that the recent decision
applled only to DIGNITY and despite
Statements made to the contrary,
the Cenacle will continue to pro-
vide ministry to gay and lesblan
Peopie, the allenated and rejected
and In particular, persons |iving
with AIDS and thelc fami]les.

The Religlous of the Cenacle
conauct 885 retreat centers in the
world, 32 of which are In the U.5,



