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] - The 1971 International Synod of Catholic Bishops in Rome
EDlTORIAL ~ issued a challenge to every meamber of the Church: "be pro-
DN L DHENs DG phetic in champloning the rights of individuals and groups

that are treated unjustly,* The assembled tishops stated
thelr recognition that peopls have a basic right and a hwman

DIGNITY: FROM DREAM need to participate in the decisions which affect their lives

TO NATIONAL REALTTY and destinies, a right that is exsrcised when individuals
within a minority organise and enter into dialogue with those
in authority. _

Cays within the Church are a minority, and treated unjustly. Accordingly, &s for any
such minority, the Catholic hlerarchy and laity must champion their rights,. . And the
members of the minority -~ the Oays -~ have to organize themselves in order to enter
into dialogus with the bishops if they wish to implement their basic right to partici-
pate in the decisions that so profoundly affect their lives. - :
Many Catholic Gays, however, prefer that everything in the line of decision-making be
done for them. They would like a statement from the bishops capable of raising the
Qay Catholic community to & place beyond the reach of moral turpitude, scoial bigotry

and "legal* injustices. Were that to happen, of course, we would never maturs. It is

2 sign of God's providence that at this time the Church doesn't speak, We have to
learn to think for ourselves, to initiate those actions that will ameliorate our cone
dition., What might seem to some as a reprehensible silence on the part of the hierar-
chy might also be seen as a challenge from Christ to become responsidle in those nate
ters that concern Gays as Oays, to bscome morally and socially maturs, C .

- Tt 18 ‘our twrn to spesk now. And when we speak either in our role as prophet or in
dialogue, we spesak with a powerful force behind us ~- the blood and tears of millions
of Gays persecuted throughout Christian history. We speak, couscious of the past and
knowing that the whole future of ths Qay Catholic community rests in our hands,

Over the past Labor Day weekend the City of the Angels witnessed an historical event,
For the first time within the Roman Catholic Churech's history homophiles exercised
thelr right to organize a8 a minority and formed the vehicle through which they caa
enter into dislogue with the Church, through which they can stand befors the Christisn
body in the role of prophet. They speak now as a naticnal organization - the Oay
community now vieible, now audible, now vocal, now responsible and requesting thelr
rightful place in making those deoisions that affect their very sxistence, :

DIGNITY's first convention was a beautifyl Christian experience, an experience crested
by laity and clergy, by men and women. The sense of commitment, the tension of giving
flesh to ideals brought into being a provisional constitution and provision for a
Board of Governors that gives to DIGNITY a truly national dimension. The constitution
provides for the equality of bLoth men and woman within the organisation so that to-
gether those who suffer injustices might work to redress the wrongs of the Church to-
ward Gays in thelir lives as homophiles. _- '

Delegates from the Chapters ach the country in working sessions ,luboro fromn every



' reglon assenbled in'workshops) ‘clargy conceletrating » mesringful litirgy — all gave
~ evidence of & growing unity, a sense of commitment, a congciousness of group identity.

The passive, persecuted Gay from the Church's past is now in the throes of a spec-
tacular metamorphosis = active, conseilous of an inherent dignity, responsible, ready
to demand justice toward the homophile community and anxious to put forth effort te
build a world where the Christian ideal of love will flourish, -

Many have contributed to the advent of thies day, but no one has more ‘beautifully set
forth ite history and mesning than Fr. John J, McNeill, S.J. in his opening talk at _
the convention. The very power of his presence gave further impetus to this historical
progreasion, His words have been sown in the hearts of all present and will find ex~
pression in the words and actions of DIGNITY as they have already found expression in
moat of this editorial. : o '

‘As never befors, we must now speak and act as one. As Chapters and Missions » 88 indi.

- viduals we must overcome our discouragements with new hope and owr tensions with in-
creased awareness of one another, We must provide s durable instrument through which
the Church mey effectively minister to the spacisl needs of the Gay cosimmity. We

must bring forth a model community of Christian love that will serve a8 an example to
all the Church, ' ' '

Through faith we must free ourselves from thp-Fnt with ite imposed sense of guilt and
‘98 Oourselves

-contracted feelings of inferiority, from the futups with its anxieties,
4 free ourselves thersby for the t  «- to 1ove, Go ﬁﬁ B 8 Christian love
through the indwelling Spirit upon &Il srownd us, I o ' _ |

| BATIONAL OFFICERS

This issue of the newsletter is
somewhat different in format,
due to the necessity of delay-

ing its publication wntil after
the convention and the conse~ -
quent rush to get it into print
within the month of September. -
The next issue will reswie the

vegular features, |

The new provision-
al constitution
states that the
" . three national of-
. ficers should all
~ be elected from
one Chapter, thus
_ ~ facilitating their
As the last matter of business, the dele-
~ gates voted to give the offices to Boston.
~ They elected as the first Erecutive Direc-
tor Paul Diederich (Presidemt of DIGNITY/
. Tom Oddo, snd as the naticnal tressurer
- Jeln Harnett, - -

- These three will carry the work load of
the natiocnal office wntil the National
Board of Governors is created and st that
time will become the officers of the Board.

YOUR PATRONAGE WOULD HE APPRECTATED,
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CONVENTION LETTERS -

Delegates to the convention voted for
and accepted three letters to be issved
in the name of the convention =< a letter
to the bishops of the United States, a

copy of that letter together with a

cover letter to the superiors of Reli-
gious Orders and a letter to the Metro-
politan Community Church as printed here.

To the Clergy &nd Members
of the Hetropolitan Community Chmh

We, the delegates to the first national
Convention of DIGNITY, wish to formally
extend to our fellow Gay men and women of
Metropolitan Community Church an expres=
sion of Christian fellowship and love. We
appreciate the pioneering work that your
church has done in providing for the spi-
ritual needs of Gays who have for so long
found themselves mwelcome in the estabe
lished churches,

We hope to providimmmmmn_,.
olic Church an atmosphere in which Gay
Catholics can feel at home despite owr
church!s long history of opposition to
homosexuality. We ask your prayers that
~ we may succeed in this task which appears
so formidable., With God's grace we can
succeed, ' '

We need your help and fellowship in many

ways, and we have found support always

from our MCC brothers and sisters in areas

where we have been atriving to establish

DIGNITY Chapters. ,
We hope that this Christisn apiri_t., of Cow
operation we have experienced with you

. will always be an example of ecusenical
love that can provide a model of Chrise
tian wnity to the traditiomal churches as
well

Thank you for your help. We. promise you -
owr cooperation and love in return, :

F‘vwery time a man stands up for hil

through mankind, (Robert Kennedy)

| States who make up DIGNITY,

‘the gay community,
ideals, he sends a small ripple of hope |.. . - o

LETTER PROM THE NATTCNAL EXFCUTIVE DIRECTCR

| TO THE MEMIERS OF DIONITY

"You ave & child of the wiverse, no less
then the trees snd t.he stars ha've-a
i l‘ight 0 be heras .l. mam‘

In musing over an introd'ucton' let"bgr this

| passage kopt raoccuring to me,

If there's one thing I 1umed at the Con~

| vention it was that there are many, many

different pecple throughout the United -

I heard mrqr
‘different ideas but one thing let eropping
up and that wee that there is a plage in
the Church for the ghy person. lnd this is
what DIONITY is all ibout ' _

Ae gay Catholics we hﬂa owmr oWt pain 'bo _
deal with and DIGNTTY is here to alleviate,
to do away with that psin,

-Icalluponlllmborsofnmwlpmd

the word that theSpir‘.lt mmm*su
eall upcm 'bhe women in DIGHM" W
consciousness to the membership & to other
women that DIGNTIY IS! T ciii upot the men
. '_- and to make
A plrt:l.cull:r

to aid in spreading the w

every sffort to mderstean

pain of the mmmmcmn.
Working toget.hor and mderltmding sach
other in the Spirit we can't help but go on
- to wany, nany new dmn '

In this spirit, as _Eneutin Director, I
hope to hear your comments and criticisms
8nd Juat hear frem you in general so that
uited DIGRITY will accomplish 1ts gult.

In clos:l.ng, T ask the . nmm of the Inhor-
ship for the proposed Constitution uhich
you are being nhd to rlt:lf.y

'- llotofwrkmtintoitdefulthat-

. the best interests of DIONTTY were well re~
presented, I look forward to the next two
‘years working with Tom and Jack and the fu~
ture Foard of Gowereiers: to meke DIGNITY &
strong and viable force in the Chuyeh and
Sincerely yours,

Paul Diederich
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A. We believe that Gay Catholics are members of
- Christ's Mystical Body, numbered among the
' ‘pecple of God. We have an inherent dignity be-
- - cause God created us, Christ died for us, and
~the Holy Spirit sanctified us in Baptism, mak-
- ing us his temple, and the channel through which
- the love of God might becoms visible., Decause
- of this, it is our right, our privilege and our
- - duty to live the sacramentsl 1ife of the Church,
8o that we might become more powerful instru~
- ments of God's love working among 81l pecple,

Be We believe that Oays can express their sexuslity
in a manner that {s consonant with Christ's _
teaching. We believe that 2]l swxuslity shouald

. - be exercised in an ethically responsible and une
selfish way. o

.- Co A8 members of DIGNITY we wish 1o promote the cause of the Gsy someunity, To do

- this, we must accept our responsidiiity to the chmh,ﬂSoeiW and to

. individual Ggy Catholics. .

1. To the Churcht  to wosk for the development of its sexual theciogy and
- for the sdoeptance of Cays as full and equal membere of

2. To Socfetys  to work for justice and social acceptance through efnoa-
tion and legal reform. ' o

3. To Individwel -~ - _ S _
Gays:? to reinforce their self-acceptance snd thelr sense of dig.
nity, and to aid them in becoming more sciive memters of
. the Church and Soctety., B

© D. DIONTTY is organised to wiite a1l Gey Catholics, to develop lesdership and to be
: gn instrument through whieh the Gay Catholic may be heard by’ the Chureh and
oclety. S | R

There ar& four' aroas of cmm’ .

1. Spiritual Developmsnt,  We shall strive to achieve Christion maturity
o ~ 7 - through all the mesns at our disposal, especial-

' "o 71y the Mass, the mscraments, persomal prayer and

- "active love of meighbor. - -

‘2, Bducation, “9 mh to Mm ourselves in ‘11 "“‘“ of Taith s well
s ‘88 in a1l that concerns the Gay community so thet we may de-
G velop: the matarity of owtlook needed to lve Pulfilling
 lives in whlch sexwitty and spiritmlity are integreted,

- fnd %o prepare uwh for service in the Gey comwmmity,



DIGNTITY ~ SEPTEMEER 1973 5

3+ Social Involvement., As Catholics and as members of Society, we ‘shall become -
involved in those actions that bring the love of Christ
- to others and provide the basis for social reform.

a, Toward individualst We wish to lead a life of service to others, hop-
: ing to render visible the love of Christ and con-
tributing our share to btuilding a community of love.

b, With Gay grows:  We wish to work with other Gay groups for the cause
- of justice to the Gay community and for the promo-
tion of a sense of solidarity.

¢. With religlous and secular groups:  We wish to work with them that they
may better understand Gaye and re-
cognize present injustices, :

be Social Rvents.  Activities of a socisl and recreational nature will be pro-
vided to promote an stmosphere where friendships can develep
and mature, and where the Gay's sense of acceptance and dige
rity may be strengthened. _

II. Membership., Membership in DIGNITY shall be open to &1l Catholics, clergy and

—_— laity, and to all other persons who subseribe to the DIGNTTY State-

_ ment of Position snd Purpose and are members of local Chapters or
Missions or are members at large., A minimal national annual dues will be assessed each
Chapter or Mission for every active member. Members' at large duss will be paid direct-
ly to the National Board. Hational dues-shall be $2. per ‘yoar; —They -may-be increased
by action of the Board of Governors with the concurrence of the Chaptere and Missions,
Mombers may subecribe to the National newsletter at an annual rate which is less than
the rate for non-members by an smownt equal to the annual dues,

III. Organization,
d. Board of Governors,

1. Board Membership, Each Chapter and Mission will elect two representatives
to the national Board, one womsn and one man, who shall
serve &t the group's discretlon. If no woman or man chooses to run, then only one from
that Chapter or Mission will be represented on the National Board of Governors, Exist
ing Chapters and Mimsions shall elect thelr representatives to the Board of Governore
by January 197h. _ . :

2. Duties and Responsibilities, The Board of Governors shall coordinate the
- . activities of DIGNITY and be the means of
communication smong the Chapters and Missions. It shsll establish and implement na~
tional policy. This Board shell be the Chartering authority and the final appeal
Poard in all matters. The National Newsletter shall te under the direction of the
Board of Governors, - _

3., Officers.

8, National Officers, - - The officers of DIGNTTY Naticnsl shell be the
' Executive Director, Treasurer and Secretary,
Officers shall be elected by the delegates st the national convention for a period of
two years, These officere may be sligible for a second twowysar term. All thres of=
ficers must come from the same Chapter or Mission. A1l officers shall serve as ex officio
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‘members € the Board of Governors,
be Duties of the Nationel Officers shall be as follows:
1), Executive Director:

a)e To call and preside over all meetings of the Board of
Governors and the national convention,

b}s To arrange the sgenda for the above meetings.

c)e To serve &2 ex officio member of all national committess.

d)e To represent personally or delegate anotber &8 represene
tative in any matter pertaining to DIGNITY.

e). To assume responsibility for all publicity relating to
DIGNTTY . _

2). Treasurer:

a)e To take the plsce of the Fxecutive Director in the Fxecu-
 tive Director's absence.

b), To serve as ex officio member of all committees.

¢). To see that accurate records of receipte and disbursements
are kﬁpt.

d}. To suvbmit a financial report at each Board of Govarnurs
meating and a certified profauioml Iludit- at the natioml
conventiocn, . : '

- 3). Secretary:

a). To take the place of the Emcutlw Dimtor in tha absence

: ‘of the Treasurer,

b). To see that the minutes of all Bolrd of Governors matingn
and the national convention minutes are kept.

¢)s To circulate the minutes of the sbove within two weeks or
in the subsequent issue of the national newsletter. -

d)s To keep on file as pommnt records an materisls relat-
ing to DIGNITY,

e). To send out not.icaa of Board of Governm meetinge.

Ce Elaction of officers and delegates.

PR}

1

i
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1)s The election of officers shall be held eve!'.r two years at the -
national convention,

P -
4
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X 2). Officers are elected by authorized delegates sent to ths national
Ve s convention by the Chapters and Missions,
das 1o 3), Fach Chapter and Mission of DIGNITY shall send two delegstes to .
B\ -":;{3 the national convention and sach delegation shall have one vote
S for every member of the locsl Chapter or Mission.

-
L}

%

h). If the delegation does send two delegatea, cne must be a man and
one must be & mn.

)]
£

-"_(é:

.-
>3,
~a.~,>

d. If any national officer cammot complate his or her ofﬁ.ee s the Board
of Governors will elect a replacement who will hold the office wntil
the next national convention.

Y

-4

Des

.!:"

comttv“” .
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The Board shall establish committees as needed from within its own membership and/or
the membership of DIGKITY at large in order to implement the policies and program of
DIGNITY nationally. _

Be Chapters, Missions and Members at large,

1, Chapters, A Chapter shall consiat of

a group of at least twenty-
- five duee paying members, chartered by the National
Beard of Covernors after functioning under Chapter
rules for a period of at least six months. Chapters
vith fewer than twenty-five members recognized prior
to the date of the first DIGNTTY national convention
(August 31, September 1, 2, and 3, 1973) shell con-
tinue to receive full Chapter status,

[umen
ADNDE

Chapter By-Laws must be consistent with the Constie
tution and By-Laws of DIGNITY/National.

2. Missions, A Mission is a group of meme '
bers who are meeting with the expressed intention of forming
a Chapter, or & group that consists of fewer than twenty-five members, :

3+ Members at large.  People not living in the area of & Chapter or Missicn

may become members by paying dues to the National
Office. The Board of Governors shall be responsible for the nurture of these members,

W. Mee iﬂEo
A. There shall be a natlonal convention every two years.

B. The Board of Covernors shall meet at least once prior to the.natioml conven=
tion snd at any other time when requested by half of the Board's wembership,

C. The National Officers of DIGNTTY should meet monthly,
D. At Board of Governors meetings one half shall constitute a quorwm.
V. Parlismentary Authority. The suthority for all rules of procedurs at naticnal

moetings and for the answers to questions of parlismen- - |
tery law shall be the "Roberts Rules of Order,® E :

VI. Amending the Consitutiom, This constitution can be amended by delegates at a
national convention provided the proposed amendment

has been previously sutmitted in writing tc the Board of Governors st lesst six monthe

prior to nationel conventiomns, for discussion within the  Chapters and Missions and

approved by two-thirds vote of the Board of Governors. Two-thirds of the votes cast

Irom smong the membership of DIGNITY/National shall be necessary for ratificatiom of

an amendment, - T .

Two-thirds of the votes cast by December 1, 1973 from among the membership of DIGNITY
shall be necessary for ratification of this constitution. Ocos. retified, this consti-
tution shall be in effect for two years or until a permanent censtitution is adopted.

This constitution will go into effect immediately upon a majority vote of the delegstes
to the 1573 nationsl convention tc be effective until December 1, 1973, By that time
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" this constitution must be ratified by the above procedurs.

If this constitution fails to be ratified, the officers elected by the 1573 national
convention will continue in office under the operating procedures of the former Ade
ministrative Services Group until such time a8 a new temporary constitution can be

submitted toc the members,

.LETTERS TO THE EDIT(R

The October newsletter will.
resume its usual Letters to
the Editor.

Now that DIGNITY has come of
age, now that we are becoming
& force to be reckoned with
and a volce that speaks for
the Cay Catholic community,
it is urgent that DIGNITY ) _
members express themselves, o o e :
If DIOGNITY iz to speak for the Catholic comwmity, the national officers and the Doard of . -
Governors must know how the membere feel about various issues, We, therefors, urge you
to share your thought with us in this newsletter, trying to keep the letter brief and to
the point (we are severely limited as to space), giving reasons for views where possible,
(Names will not be printed unless requested,) . . -

It 1s particularly important that members who are not affiliated with a Chapter or Mission
express themselves, You are a part of DIGNTTY as much as the Chapter or Mission member,

If we are to serve your needs, if we are to speak for you, we must lmow your thoughts,
Let's all do our share to make this columm a fortm that will represent all opinicns on all -
issues and give uws a wey to know the thinking of the Oay Catholic community. It will be

& great service to those who lead DIONITY and are committed to serving our needs, to
speaking on our behalf, It will be a great sarvice to the rest of the Church, enatling
them to understand us better -« hierarchy, clergy and laity, -

NN . |

Tapes of Fr, McNeill's talk st the conven=  imow how we feel? This newslatter is the
TIon and tapes of the workehops are being only forum of Gay Catholic thought pube

prepared. Further information will hbe 1ished nationally. esse Three excellent
given later, .... If you have a changs  officers have been elected to guide DIUNITY
of address, let us know. .... Your Yor the next two years. We look for great
vote on the ratification of the Constitu- things to come from Boston. ,¢.0 fas

tion 1s important, VOTEL ... TYou are  anyone deve and used a liturgy for the
part of a rapidly waturing Gsy Catholic ~ blessing of the uilon of two Iovers? Send

community, What do Gay Catholics think " & copy to the newslsttey.
_about various izsues that affect them? ' . _
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RATIFICATION OF THE CONSTITUTION

The Constitution printed in this issue is
proposed as a temporary one, to be used for
two years or umtil such a time as a perma-
nent one can be provided.

This Constitution will go into effect on
December 1, 1973, only if 2/3 of those who
vote favor it. We make a special plea to
each member of DIGNITY to read the Consti=
tution carefully, Use the cut off portion
on p. 10 as your ballet, Send it to your
local Chapter or Mission if you are affili.
ated with one, otherwise send it to the
national office (address in rlght hand
column),

Should you vote against ratificatlion, it
would help the Constitutlion cermidittee in
drafting the permanent Constitution if they
knew your reasons. In that way they can
better prepare a Constitution that will
meet with majority thinking. Whether for
or against, you might wigh to indicate what
points you would like to ses retained in
the permanent Constitution., Please send
such information with your ballot, and do
so at your earliest opportunity.

e AN N SIS R AN RSN BRI EEE

THOUGHT

They say every organ-
ization is a body
structured from four
kinds of bones: the
-wishbones who spend
all their time wishe
ing someone else
would do the work;
the jawbones who do all the talking but
1ittTe else: the knucklebones who knocelk
everything anybody else tries to doj and
the backbones who get under the load and
do most of the work.

P
Li

L__,__......__
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e e

The title, logo, and all contents of
this newsletter are copyrighted,
Permission to reproduce any part is
required.

FHHA

Eéitors Bob Fournier, 162L N, Serrano,
Los Angeles, CA 90027.

Address mail concerning DIGNITY Chep-

ters or Missions to area of interest:

.

DIGNITY/Paton Rouge, P.0. Box 2L45,
Baton Rouge, LA 70821,

DIGNITY/Bay Ares, 2149 Harrison St,,
San Francisco, CA 9L110.

DIGNITY/Boston, 1105 Boylston St.,
Boston, MA 02215,

DISNTTY /Chicago, P.O. Box 11261,
Chicago, IL 60611,

DIGNITY /Cincinnati, P.O. Box Lé3,
Florence, KY L1042,

DIGNTTY/Clevelend, P,O. Box L6561,
Cleveland, OH hlaké.

DIGNTTY/Long Beach, P.0, Box 7305,
Long Beach, CA 90807.

DIGNITY/Louisville, P.0. Box 8202,

Louisville, KY L0208,

DIGNITY/Los Angeles, P.0. Fox 6161,
Los Angeles, CA 90055,

NINNITY /New York-New Jersey, P.O,
Box 7h2, Summit, NJ 07901,

DIGNITY/San Diego, P.0. Box 19071,

San Diego, CA 92119,

DINNITY /Washington, D.C., c/o Apt.
2011, 215 How Stu, SoE.,
Washingten, D.C, 20003.

For all other areas write to:

DIGNTTY/National Office, 755 Boylston

St., Room 5ll, Boston, MA 02116, '

_Love is giving your lover
room to grow.

W




“Should the Church reach out to people re-
gardless of their way of living? . . . The Church
—perhaps more than any other institution in
society—represents morality, judgment about
right or wrong, and in the minds .of many
people, condemnation. Is it time that the
Church also became known for love, concern,
forgiveness, and acceptance?

“lIs.it the responsibility of the Church to reach
out to homosexual persons, fully recogniz-
ing that perhaps many homasexuals either will

not or cannot change their sexual orienta-

tion?...

“Our Lord always stressed the importance of
the quality of relations between people. Should
not the Church likewise be cancerned with the
inner. worth of all re{atlons, whether hetero-

have a respon5|b|hty to help peopie under-
stand that punitive measures alienate people
and do not help them develop the quality: of
their relationships?”

From a working paper, “Christianity and
Human Sexuality: A Look at the Church’s Stance
and its Refevance to Our Existing Culture and to
Mary's New Self-Understanding,” prepared by
the joint Commission on the Church in Human
Affairs and the Executive Councd of The Epis-
copal Church. ' . .

10

“The Council for Christian Social Action
hereby declares its opposition to all laws which
make private homosexual relations between
consenting adults a crime and thus urges their
repeal.

“The CSA also expresses its oppositlon to the
total exclusion of homosexuals from public
employment and from enlistment and induc-

“tion into the Armed Forces, especially the dis-

missal by less than honorable discharges from
the Armed Forces for homosexual practaces
with consenting adults in private.

“The CSA also opposes, where they exist,
police practices of entrapment and enticement
in their attempts to enforce laws against homo-
sexual practices and solicitation,

“Finally, the CSA encourages the UCC Con-
ferences, Associations, and local churches to
hold seminars, consultations, conferences, etc.,
for honest and open discussion of the nature
of homosexuallty in our society,”

This statement is a resolution adopted by the
Council for Christian Social Action, United
Church of Christ, April, 1969,

'rhe item shove and to ‘the Left lppclr'-' -

ed in the July/August 1973 issue of
TRENDS (a Preabyterian publication) --
devoted exclusively to the togic of
homosexuality.

e

Gett.ing out of. omclm lnd 1n‘bo the
needs of others can unlook omr own
creativity and light a few candles in
a darkened world., ®™Alwsys esek to do

g00d to one another™ (1fhess, 5:15),

OFFICIAL RALLOT

FCR

I vote

AGATNST

ratification of the proposed national

Conatitution.

Y






