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PROTESTANT THINKING: AN EDITORIAL

The second Vatican Council's Decree on Ecumenism declares: "Moreover some, even
very many, of the most significant elements or endowments which together go to
build up and give 1life to the Church herself can exist outside the visitle boun-
daries of the Catholic Churcht the written word of Gods The life of grace; faith,
hope, and charity, aleng with other interior gifts of the Holy Spirit and visible
elements * (I’ 3$ ‘

Alsot "Therefore, if the influsnce of events or of the times has led to deficien=
cies in conduct, in Church discipline, or even in the foymulation of doctrine ...,
these should be appropriately rectified at the proper moment.¥ (11, 5)

Again: "By the sacrament of baptism ... # man becomes truly incorporsted into the
térucifiec)l and glorified Christ and is reborn to a sharing of the divine life.”
ITI, 22 ‘

That the Holy Spirit resides within the Catholic Church we believe. But thrcugh
baptism that same Spirit lives in others and draws them into & life-giving wnion
with Christ. That Spirit lives in them, He speaks to them. It would be prepos=-
terous to insist the Spirit can speak only from Rome. In the days before Christ,
God raised up leaders and spoke to his people through men other than Jews. Who
is to limit God in speaking now? ™The Spirit breathes where it will.,* :

In the matter of homosexuality, Protestant thinking is far ahead of Catholic, We
would do well to consider what the Protestant churches and theclegians have to say,
they who also possess the Spirit, and where necessary proceed to rectify the form-
ulation of doctrine.

Norman Pittenger, a Protestant theologian, stated that homosexuals "cannot be ex=
pected to 'give up sex' altogether. And if it happens that one iz dealing with a
couple who, so far as one can see, deeply and truly love one another, it is pretty
close to spiritual homicide to separate them.”

Walter D, Dennis, Episcopal priest and canon of New York's cathedral of St, John
the Divine, believes a homosexual relationship "should be judged by the same cri-
terion as a heterosexusl marriage «- that is, whether it is intended to foster a
permanent relationship of love.,” (cont'd. p.2)
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Not all are as 1iberal on the morality of the sex act, But many are becoming fiym
in their appeal for social justice. The following is the Statement approved by
the Lutheran Church in America at its Sth Biennial Convention (July 2, 1970)3

Scientific research has not been able to provide conclusive evidence re=-
-garding the causes of homosexuality. Nevertheless, homosexuality is

viewed biblically as a departure from the heterosexual structure of God's
creation. Persons who engage in homosexual behavior are simmers only as
are all other persons -- alienated from God and neighbor, However, they

are often the special and undeserving

victims of prejudice and discrimi-

nation in law, law enforcement, cultural mores and congregational life,

In relation to this area of concern,

the sexusal behavior of freely con-

senting adults in private is not an appropriate subject for legislation
or police action, It is essential to see such persons as entitled to
Justice and understanding in church and community,

Other issues of this Newsletter will present the thinking of other non-Catholie

theologians and church bodies. By learnin
tianity, we can discern more readily the

g what others have to say within Chris-
breathing of the Spirit. On the issue

of homosexuality, the Spirit is not yet allowed to breathe freely within the
Roman Catholic Church. But there are gasps -- and so hope for life.

FHEHEHEE

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

T liked your editorial in Vol., II, No.
9 issue of DIGNITY VERY MUCH., All was
put very sincerely, simply and beauti-
fully. God bless you and keep up the
good work.

Priest
Boston, Mass,

I asked myself -~ where does a Catholic
homophile go on Sunday morning when he
feels the particular need to worship
God and be among those who have no ani-
mosity toward him? . Is the Metropolitan
Community Church the only slternative
Tor him when he is impeded at the parish
TeveI?” What can be done Tor him otker
Than setting up an underground parish?

Priest
Los Angeles, Ca,

- Congratulations on your really top=

notch editorial on_“Gay Freedom™i}i
Coct. issue, No. 8] I shared it with
some friends of mine, I think the
attitudes there expressed are
thoughtfully worked out, fully respon-
sible within a Christian framework,
and most effectively expressed,

Princess Ann, Md,
Your newsletter very good. I passed
it on to minister of gay church here,
He enjoyed it,

Honelulu, Hawaii

Address all mail concerning Newsletter to Bob Fournier, Editor, 2040 Vists del
Mar, Apt. 8, Los Angeles, Ca., 90068, Address all mail concerning DIGNITY to
Joe Gilgamesh, P.0. Box 6161, Los Angeles, Ca. 90055, ‘ '
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The one [ﬁditorial] in the Sept. issue
called "Police Power" is simply admirable,
Although it usually takes very long for
me to trust anybody, as far as honesty
and intellectual balance are concerned,
after reading such an article I feel ine-
clined to trust the writer on the spot.,

I admire his spirit of objectivity and
devotion and guess he must belong to a
race of noble hearts,

In the other editorial however (Aug. 5th)
the idess expressed on the nature of the
sexuality of Jesus, especially the opinion
laid down that Christ's love for John might
be termed homosexual, are likely to hurt
the R. C. hierarchy to such a degres that,
vere they not softened down by the fact
that a writer's opinion,should he be the
editor himself, should by no means be held
as Dignity's own, this would finally work
against the Church's understanding and sym-
pathy, leaving the persecuted Christian
hopeless, (You can see I was not fawning
in my praise of the first article,)

Paris, France

Dear Mr. Australia,
[1etter in Nov, issue, No, 9&

Jesus Christ used the word "Cock™ onces,
and that was nothing to crow about}

John
Los Angeles, Ca,

+ Matt 026 13).1

TO BUY:

BULLET N

TO SHARE:

Good, inexpensive auto, 1965 or newer,
Joe or Bill (213/383-cL61).

Two lovers will share 2-story beautiful Los
Feliz Hills home -= complete view of city,

Mr. Australia¢

Webster's definition of "decency®
reads something like this: "State of
being proper, becoming; suitable in
behavior, conductj respectable,” Jesus!
very life on earth certsinly exerpli-
fied decency, Therefore, maybe the
W.A.S.P. interpretation of the word is
not far from correct., The kind of
exhibitionism that you suggest regard-
ing Jesus, even "in this modern world,"
could never be related to the Love of
God. It is sadly un-Christian when
any one of us resorts to putting our
Divine Savior on the block (anew) or
parading Him in cheap exhibition in an
attempt to cover for ones own way of
living. Hollywood Father, certainly
knowledgeable about the hustling sit-
uvation referred to, gave of his time
(more than once) to listen to us ==
Shouldn't we grant him the same?!

Put away your hammer and nails|]

Jerry August
Los Angeles, Ca,

Take a friend to church,
Break your record for
non=-attendance,

Call

BOARD

music room (piano, organ, tape & stereo), dining room,
welt bar, sun deck terrace overlooking city, 3 bedrooms,
den., 8100 a mo, Call 663-5139.

TO RENT: 2 bedroom house in Eagle Rock, Call 664-3C12.
FOR SATE: Antiques, Jewell Eisenhower Van Winkla, 1436 N. Formosa Ave., Los

Angeles, Ca, 900L6., 213/87L-6259,
(The ®Bulletin Board™ is for your use (any type of personal notice), members and

non-members, no charge., Have items to editor by 20th of each month,)
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s In those days a certain man was troubled deep.
QAQABLE, 2, He said to himself: I must seek the meaning of
love. And so it happened one day that he went
to a certain church for Mass and heard pro-
claimed the words: Greater love than this no
man has than that he lay down his life for his friend., As the months passed ty, he
pondered these words in his heart, and then one day he found for himself a2 friend.,
The love between them grew, and he remembered the words: lay down his life, Then he
knew that he had found the love he needed. For each had laid down his life for the
other., Thelr food they shared., Their bed they shared. They had made a home to
shelter thelr joys and sorrows. And thelr love was exceeding great.

Mere months went by. Then neighbors looked.. Some began to talk. And others shouted:
Queer! Fagl! Fairyl Some demanded they separate and with wrath-filled words insisted
sex was only for man and wife and only they could have true love,

And so he searched again to find the answer, He saw that in sex between man and
woman a child was born. He saw, too, that through it the one expressed his love for
the other., But nowhere could he find that real love could be shown in sex only by
man and wife.

He knew deep within his heart that he loved his friend. He had laid down his life
for him, shared his very self., And so he turned his back on all his neighbors, for
they knew not whereof they spoke. And great peace entered his heart.

e
UNBORN

Unborn, ‘

but yet determined by Today, "One must find out what
Unwanted Joys, one is and cease to
Unwanted Sorrows, violate that ultimate self,”
the pregnant Present »

brings forth tomorrow,. ("Goat Song" - Yerby)

John Fusco
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Q\- U ' C K‘ 57 attended the Los Angeles November meet-
@ E_ Ing. Attorney Selwyn could not keep his
M- spesking engagement, so Jim Kepner shared
with us his thoughts on the total meaning
of "homophile,” the need to relate to one another on a spiritusal, in-
tellectual, and emotional level besides the sexual. A really beauvtiful
evening! eeoo We now have 158 members in the USA and L other countries,
cees The Halloween party netted $176.53. ~About 70 people were there (Jim & Jay's
home). A fabulous party! oce.s Many thanks to those who contributed clothing at
last meeting for House of Hospitality, Bring clothing at any meeting, Alweys needed,
ceeo December er intention: jobs for unemployed members. oe..e About 25 took
psrt in the Lhan sglving progressive dinner and made it a memorable experienceo eoee
Start a DIGNITY chapter im your area. Write Joe Gilgamesh for particulars. We need
you to prcmote the cause of the Catholic homophile and all gays.
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NEW SHERIFF FC(R SAN FRANCISCO: Richard Hon-

IN TH&' NE'WS ' gisto. Says the Los Angeles Times (Nov. L,

‘ : ~ 1971):"He opposes jailings for crimes with-
out victims, such as drunkenness, prostitu-
‘ tion, pornography and gambling.
1Sexual acts between consenting adults inthe privacy of their bedrooms should not be
something which should put people in jail,' he said, Hongisto received strong sup-
port from young people, minority and ethnic groups and the homosexual community, which
claims to have 30,000 registered voters in San Francisco.” '

MINORITY GROUP NEEDS HELP: Havasupais, who live on the floor of the Grand Canyonm,
are threatened by the proposed expansion of the Grand
Canyon Park. Senate Bill S1882 and House bill HR1139 do not mention that the expan-
sion will include portions of the Indian's land, Although there have been promises
of help in developing the tourist industry so that the Indians might benefit, the
Havasupais themselves are opposed to the bills, Write your Senator or Congressmen.
Send a copy of your letters to Canyon Shadows, c/o Steve Hirst, Supai, Arizona.

RADIO EDITCRIAL: On November 17 Los Angeles Radio Station KABC (79AM) aired a 2Le

hour specisl on homosexuality. Their editorial was the most
balanced on the subject to be presented in this area. We hope to print the full
text of that editorial in the next Newsletter,

W

oo [ CALENDAR OF EVENTS

8 Wed. eeo 7230 pem. DIGNITY Board meeting at Joe's,

11 Sate eee 7130 pems DIGNITY monthly meeting at ONE, Inc. (2256 Venice Bl.,
2nd floor). Guests welcome, Special Christmas program and carols,
Please bring gift of food for Hospitality House - a Catholic Worker
Commumnity in Los Angeles, Among other apostclic works, it serves
free hot meals daily on skid row. Your gift of non-perishable foods
will become part of this truly Christian act.

JANUARY

2 Sune eoe 7230 Spiritual Development Committee at Armand and Jim's in Long
&ch,

‘NTERNA\_ CONCERNS your name on the ballot, submit it now,

1972 promises to take DIGNITY another

ELECTIONS: At the February meeting the glant step forward.

menmbers of DIGNITY will vote
| for their officers, DIONTTY I DWSIETTERS: This 18 your piper. .
is still in its infancy, but growing fast. your organisation., But
We need strong leadership now, people with a we want it to be yours in snother way,
sense of vision who will commit themselves too. We want you to help write it
to a csuse that could open up 8 whols new ers [ i+. "t  tho odivor mav express &
for gays in the Church. Oive serious thought o ior o ®4 it 20 O ™y S )
to your vote., If you feel you would like
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But a statement of your views would be a
bigger contribution. We want studies,
short articles, stories, poems, sugges-
tions for columns, news from your area.
This is the only gay Catholic newsletter
we know of that has national circulation
(and international). It can be a power-

which gay Catholics can speak to the
Church and soclety, the one paper that
will stimulate and unify our thinking,
Members and non-members, priests and re-
ligious == each of us has a part to
play.

ful thing -~ a meeting place for gay
Catholic thought, an arena for discus-
sion, a field for the growth and matur-
ing of gay Catholic thinking, Help us
make it that -- the one mouth through

Tt is when you give of yourself that
you truly give.” (THE PROPHET, Kahlil
Gibran)

FEATURE ARTICLE

THE CATHOLIC CHURCH AND HOMCSEXUALITY: A SUMMARY OF OPINIONS AND SOME COMMENTS

» Brother William Modlin, C.S.C,

Has Roman Catholic moral theology ever really faced the issue of homosexuality? Most
Catholic theologians ™discuss™ homosexuality by defending philosophical premises and
methodology. They never seem to get in touch with homosexuality itself, appreciating
its import “existentially."™ Applications of natural law theory, laden with purely
cultural noms, are asserted so absolutely as to become identified with the mind of
God Himself. Allusion may be made to homosexuality; but homosexuality is never faced
squarely, One wonders why this situation, itself immoral, has been so long neglected
by Catholic moralists,

Every day I deal with homosexuals, many of them Catholic, Guilt, anxiety, and self-
condemnationt these seem more evident and pervasive among Catholic than among Protes-
tant counselees, Many of the Catholics I see are on the rebound from the ccnfession-
21, where frightened or cynical confessors have merely repeated what they themselves
learned in seminary morality courses, Thus, Catholic homosexuals frequently have
great need of pastoral counseling while simultaneously having few informed priests
who can cope with their moral dilem.

Until Roman Catholic morality addresses itself to homosexuality in a realistic manner
which incorporates the findings of contemporary scholarship (such as the Hocker
report) it seems likely that increasing numbers of Catholic homosexuals will seek the
pastorsl support of Protestant rather than Catholic clergymen. And the minister who
receives the Catholic counselee will have a delicate task, He may wish to support

the counselee in his Catholicism, yet he may wonder, as I do, whether or not €atholi-
cism's stance towsrd homosexuality is healthy, psychologically sound, or even rational,

One becomes nearly giddy with disbelief when speaking with priests who "simply can't
believe™that there are many, many Catholic homosexuals., One priest told me that,

twenty-five years after ordination, he had seen only ™a handful® of homosexual coune
selees. Yet two days ago an Episcopal priest from Hartford told me that at least 50%

Brother Modlin, a Holy Cross Brother, is at present a counselor in Boston, Mass.,

for Homophile Community Health Service. The above is a lecture he delivered at
Boston University rgcently.







