.

DIGNITY , Addre=ss all mail concerning Newalattar te:
Bob Fowrnisr, Editor

1 Monthly Newsletter © 2040 Vista del Mar #8, Les angeles, Ca. §C068
Cctober 5§, 1571 Address all meil concerning DIGNITY te:
Vol. IT, ¥ao, 8 Joe Gilgamesh

P.0. Bex 6161, Los Angeles, Ca, %0055
5 AR R 2 e ) R 2 d W RER N ik Witk e I E 2 2] H33 s HRH

GAY FREELCM: AN EDITORIAL

;What do we mesn by freedom? Basically, it is the state of being fres, net being held back
fTrom action or thought by law or by persems. Common sense, however, would dictate that
there must be some limitation or there can be no freedom. Were every iladividval free te
‘do anything he pleased, the »ights of all would be in jecpardy; freedsm would become an-
archys individual freedem would soon be totally destroyed. True {reedom must be exercis-
ot with a desp respect for the rights of others, exercised with a genuine love for all.

We may think of fresdom negatively as freedom from something, »r pesitively as freedenm .
to do something., Gays think of 1t in buth ways. We want to-be free from repressive laws,
JovTand housing discriminaticn, police persecution, soclety's sccusations ef “aick! wnd
Simmoral." We want to be frse to move within society as homephiles, respected and acoepts
ed. But to do 80, we must respect the rights of cthers, be gucially responsible.

Seciety holds one of the keys to this freedom. The,guy community holds the ether., Per-

heps it is wrong %o say “the gay community,® for there is no srganization (enly organiga-

- ~tiems}, ne self-regulatory power, no legel functions. Ne one person.can speak for the gay

-weomunity -~ 1t 4s teo diversa, Still, if the gay .community. is to schieve freedom, it
et begin scmewhere. Many gay groups work toward this geal. But mers than that 1s need-
ed, Each individual homophile must realige he has some resporsibility in the matter of
~proeuring the freedom we. all desire, . L

o mamy gays saem to think they may. Qo anything they please. They are abeve all law and
all custom, outside the dermands aven of public decency. Some fes) thet whatever heters-
‘sexuals tessh sbout sex 13 all wrong. Self becomes’ the only criterien fer them, Such an
wrtituds geems irmature, Lo Say the ieast, - Lo

We &re not & law unto curselves. Wa are not free to do anything we pleass with meral or
#social impurity. We live in scciety. IS we. wunt others te respeet eur rights, we must
respect theirs., If others 2ve to be aware 'of cur sengitivity, we must he awere of thelve,
Bvery individual within saclety, both homozsexvel and hetercsexval, must preserve a aense
ef publie dscency. ;

Publie restroom sex, language designed to sheck, taking advantsge sf uninfommed minors,
“publie display of genitals, insistence con promiscuity as'a 1ife-style, orgles e none of
thase indicate maturity, responsibility, or respect for others. They project the heme-

ohile imzge as valueless, libertine, snd socially destructive. They militate mgalnst
‘troe freedom and thwert our atbtempts t& achieve i%. Such activities deo not speai for all
geys. 4, because they are so glaringly offensive, socisty i blinded and cannst see the
rest of us as we are. Thet is why each homepnile must exert himself to creste a pnsitive
image: constructively interested im Bis community -- ite pelitiesl snd social needs;
strong in the practice of his faithy e~ im what he belfeves, how he prays, ard how he
translates both into acticn; Gesirous of a dtable lwve relationship «- not multiple sex
relgtionshipe in which case sex becomes the derdnating ferce and prime interest of his
ilrs.

To a1l fairmess, it should be said that hetercsexuel society has its own offensive behav-
ior - exchange of husbands and wives, prostitution, promiscuivy, increasing divorce

Tate, near nudity ¢n the streets (women), ete, Hatercsexval society 1s guilty ef 82l
those things of which they accusa hemophiles. Yet no one condemns the hetercsexual way
of 1ife. Sc why should they conderm ours? They cénnet correct thelr own abtuses, yet they
expact us to correct the ssme gbuses among homophiles when we do not even have all the
wesns of doing so theb they do. But, then, they sre the majority. Aprperently the mirords
ty is expected to do more, It seems unjust. Yet it deeg remain the Christism thing te
do ~ 4o accepd noral responsibility on an Individual basis, to respect the rights of
others, te have a sense of public decency.

The sgoner we show ourselves in this light, the soonar will we have the freetom to live
€8y, %o receive respcnaible positions in sociely as goys, to be invclved in church actl-
vity as gays, Fresdom involves social snd morsl responsivility.
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Love i3 e oringing out the best in each other.
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LEITERS TO THE EDITCR

I should like t¢ get immadiately to my polat about "Hustling.” Durirg the good old days
which our fellow Cathelic Dick Leitsch likes to recall in his - column, such an sxcerpt
would not have been possible. But, thanks to such pecple as Dick Leitsch, GAA, GLF (in

certain citiaes}, Gay \unasbamed]y) 5 and Qaar‘oerly (passim) such blstant behavior is sctual
and advertised.

Now, I heve nothing against the liberation of gays and shell msintain to my llst breath
that morality -~ especially the sexual sort -~ cennot be legislated, Still, things have &
tendency to get out of hand, And then follows the inevitable backlash.

Inssmuch as it is part of God's creation, “gay ia goed," But do I further confuse the
issus when I ddd thet some gays are good and some are bed? And the kind thet sperked the
letter from the priest in Hollywood &re definitely bad, principally because they have no
consideration for the dther gay guy. Our meral stance being what it ie, such people will
be blamed for their promiscuity., Their fault, vdther, is their lack of cvonsideration of
{their fellow-men, both straight and gay. °
. Catholiec priest
Houston, Texas
W

With respect to the September Sth Newsletter, part" cularly, "Police Power: An Editcriaz."
‘Excellent == and I want to aspecizlly Shank you for pcinting out that there sre"meny ifine
policemen” and that we owe them "respect and gratitude.” ' The trend today seems to lump
people into various categories and 1% mekes no di:fferenca that the individual is conscien-
ciously trying to do a good job - :4f he 13" a police offi cer, he. iz & Ypig" - this despite
the constant talk of bemg an Individual and dealing with people.as mdividuals.

I also wanit to belatedly congratulata you on: the masterplece in the August Sih Newsletier
{1.e. the "Modarn Parable'}. Unfortunatsly, I have to agree with the Kansas City writer.
who stated the wrong people are reading it. Showed the "Parable" to my Parish Priest and
he was in full agreement, S L ‘
Dorchester, Massachusetts
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QUICKIES: L2 were present at the Sspt. mesting of DIGNITY. .vse Beceme invelved; F oin
a comitTes, .... Perscnal items for the Nawsletter should be sent to 't
aditor before first Of mMonEh. .a.es We wsnt your resctions. o Newsletter,
either pro or con. Mall them to Beb Fouwrnier, 20LO Vista del War B8, Los Xngeles, Ces i
90068. .... Veterans interested in correcting sbuses within tde military snd-our socisty
ghould find ths "California Veterans Movement" very worthwhile.  Write for informaticn to
' 715 Parkview #13, Loe Angeles, Ca. 90007. (Tel.: 213/382-2685) Offices also in Santa
Monica and Van NuyS. ...« UCLA series, "Morality: Twilight Zone ‘of the Law," every Tue.,
7:00-9:L5 p.m., 2160 Dickson AFC Uenter. 10 lectures. 'lst ope Oct. S..'Octe 121 "Homoe
sexuality.” .... Christian Studies Forum.every Thurs., 8:00-9:30 p.m.,. beginaing Oct. 1k,
Beverly Hills High Rudiforiwm, 2415 . For rena Ur., -Beverly’ Hills, Ca. $%12,00 seascn tickets
$2.00 single admismion. 15 lactures. ..., Do yeu live outside the Los Angeles area?
Outside Celifornia? Why not start a chapter of DIGNITY ir your area? Write to Joe dilga-
mesh for parviculars. ...,. From.a priest member: "1 should like to hope for'the dey when
thers might be presented to the American Catholic bishops and major religious institutes
of men, lists cf their subjects who are gay snd in good standing." .... Chan e of address
. or tel. nc.? Please inform us. «..s Our praysr intention for this month: Tortke
unemployed . ’ :

IN THE NFWS: Jack Baker and J. Michael McConnell were married Sept. 3 bty Roger lyan, &

Methodist minister. The licanse was issued Lug. 16 in Mankato, Minn, Since

Minnesctz authorities cast doubt on the legality of the license, either the
State Supreme Ccurt or the U.S. Supreme Court will have to pass on the issuas of the lagail-
ty of gay marrisges. .... Washingtom, D.C. Judge John H. Fratd stated that & homomexusl
is not @ sascurity risk unless he is wistatle or vulnerable to blackmail becalisé of his

exuality, %h Judge ordered the Defense Dept. to restore the clearances of two men

whoae sscurlty clearances with civilian defenss contractors were revoked after they refused
to answer questions about their homosexual acts.

HANS XK¥NQ: On Wed., Nov. 3, at 8:00 p.m. Fens Eung will speak In the Hollywecod High
School Auditonmn, 1521 %. Highland "Ave., hollywccd. Advance sales %2,50:
st the door 23,00, The cont.roversy in the secular and religlous press ovsr
his recent book, "TInfallidble - An Inquiry,"” makes his anmpasrance in Lecs Angeles very time-
1y and will provide 2n oprertunity for us to engage in dialogve cne of the mest impnrfant
theclogical thinkers of our times.
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FRIESTS: Priests sympathetic to the gcause of the homophile movement could provide more
effective leadership if they wers in touch with one another. Frissts {menbers
or ncnemembers of DIONITY) may submit their names to us for placement on 2 list

4o be circulated only among those whose namss appesr-on the list. Such priests could per-

haws form their own group, draw up ways and means to promote our cause and provide the

movement with the necessary inspiration and lesdership. If you know of non-member priests
interested in our cause, present this idea %o them,

CANDIDATE: Candidstes for Stste Assembly from the LBth District have spoken 8t MCC. The
- Gay Community Alliance has studied the gualifications of each as well as their
-attitude toward gays and hes determinad that Richard Alatorre {Dom.) would
best serve the needs of the gay community. Besides his wilTingnes® Lo push legislation
favorsble to our cause, ne proposes to fight unfair taxes, end pollution, aid senior citi-
zens, upgrade the quality of education, His qualifications:{ Administrative Assistant to
‘Assenbly Mejority Leader Walter Karabian; Campaign alde for the late Senator Robert F.

- Kennedy; spsarheaded the successful state senatorial campaign for Senater David Hobertl in. .
ithe July specisl election; Ford Foundation legislative intern (1968-69}3 Consultant to the
U8, Commission on Civil Rightei former prefesser at the University of California, Irvine

and California State College, Long Beach. VOIE Tue., Oct, 19. : :
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CALENDAR COF EVENTS

October 13 +... Board meeting, 7230 p.m., Bob Fournier’s apt, }

16 4v.e QOay Day, Griffith Park, merry-go-round ares, ncon to dusk. Rock
- group for dancing. Improvisational theatre performance by
... -Bellywood's "Synergy Trust." Bring lunch.
16 eeee Gensral meeting of DIGNITY at ONE, Inc. {2256 Venice El., 2nd floor).
818 welcome. Program: discussion groups.

17 eeee Mission Tour. Mzas at Santa Barvara, then to San Buenaventura. This ia
an early starter. Detalls at meeting.

723 wess Gustay Mahler night., Classical.music and discussion at Gerry and
's, 7:30-10:00 pame S ‘

30 eoe. Oay Day. ({Ses Oct. 16.)

s § R Intemationai Dinner and Costume Ball, (Detaﬂs below.)

31 ewes Prayer devotions at place to be announced at meéting. ‘
¥o Be held last Sun, of each menth. lst one was Sept. 26.

- Hovember 7 seee Spiritual Develcpment Committes meetirg, 7330 pema

30 wess Board meeting open o all members, Loycla University, the building
o Ee announced at October 16 general meeting.

Decenber L «... D2y of Recollection. (Tentative)
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TNTFRNATTONAL DINVER & C(BTUME Ball: . A fund-reising event. #5.00 without costure, %2.50

. with costume =« includes dsncing, dinner, drinks.

7:30 until after 1:00 (dinner sbouk 9:30). Games

and shows throughcut evening. ®15.00 zash prize for the most crestive and original costume.
Door prize (electric knife) -~ chances 25¢ each, 5 for *1.,0C. RESERVATICNS MUST UE IN 3V
OCTOEER 16, the night of the October general meeting. - Make reservations at meeting or by
a1l (DIGNTTY, P.O. Bex 6161, Los Angeles; Ca. $0055). This is our first big socisl event.
let's try to make it 8 big success, It's for members and guests, so bring all the friends
you wish. Just be sure to meke reservations no later than October 16,

-BEMOSEXUAL BILL: California's AB347, sponscred by Willie Brown, will be brought to the
floor soom for a vote. Letters to your ASsemblyman wevld be a big bocst.
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