CIGNITY

A Monthly Newsletter : P.0, Box 6161

August 5, 1971 Los Angelss, Oslifornia  9005%
Vol. II, No. & Bditors PBob Fournier

HE O HEE Bt IWED T R S SMEE SR B HEE GHHE e dORr ek

A MCDERN PARABLE

In those days there dwelt a certain bishop in a far away country on & sireet called Straight.
On one side of him lived a pagan, on the other s priest and a Christian family. Now it so
happened that one day two Christian men moved imto the house across the gtreet, They worked
on their house and cered for the yard until it surpassed in beauty the others in the neigh-
berhood. The two men went about their businsss each day with calm and exceeding great joy.
(n some cccasions they were even seen to he holding hands.

Now the pagen observed all this and grew to respect those men. His heart stirred within
him, ard he gave praise to the Christian God. But others, too, wers watching. One day the
bishop stood before their house and in @ lougd voics proclaimecd to all thav such men lived in
terrible sin, Their 1lives were evil a nd the wrath of God would vizit them. The prissi
came runalng from his house o add, "Amen. Amen." And the Christian family came ocut to
throw fiith of every scrt at ihe hcuse.

With sorrowing hearts the two men Separated, sach tc a Jifferent house. Thelr faces lest
their glow, Their eyes glanced about in fear. The bishop, the priest, and the Christian
family returned each tc their own seclusion,

Now the pagan waiched all this. He ssw love between two people destroyed by those who had
always talked of love. He saw two lives made heavy with misery. He saw the house slowly
gc to ruin. Bewildered, he retired deeper into his own saclusion on the street called
Straight. And his heart ne lenger gave praiss to the Christian God.
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LOVE: AN EDITCRIAL

St. John tells us that God is love., His very act of veing is an act of love. Since Jod
made us in his image, each act of love on our part is a snaring of Jod's love -~ something
beautifyl, sacred, divine. : -

As 8 testimony of hie love the Fathar sent among men his Son. Through him we were Lo see
the love of God and know how te laove. The Scriptures meke it clear taat God, and therefors,
Christ, loves all men. But the Sonm of God had taken human form and so possessed glso a
bwran way of loving, Tt was human for him <o single out a few for special marks of love.

Ee cried before the tomb of Lazarus %o such ar extent that those avound him took it as proof
of a very personal love, Throughout his public 1ife Christ must have dene many things to
show an even more personal love for John, the apostle. Jokn is refarred to simplyr as the
loved one.

He showed some favor to certain woren, such as Martha and Mary {who, by the way, were the
sisters of lazarus), But nc relationghip with @ woman was ever established that approached
thet of Christ with John,

Throughout ite history the Church has insisted that Christ did not exercise the power of sex
that was rightfully his. 3Some taught that sex was the result of original sin, tainted., It
vas bensath the dignity of the sinless Christ. Some taught that since there was no need for
children, there was no need for sex., 3t11l otheps taught that Christ voluntarily sublimated
his sex drive for a greater apostolate., Whatever Lhe reason, safeguarding the divinity of.
Christ was basic. 4nd all hinted that sex was nob in keeping with heliness.

There are some today, however, who feel that not all has been said on the subject of Christ
and life with or without sex. They claim tha® since Ohrist was human, he did have a desire
for sex. Since we have no evidence of & close friendship with amy women in Christ's life,
there are some who claim thet his recognized deep friendship with John was a homosexual
relaticnshilp. These pecple, of course, see notning wrong with homosexuality. Their claim
is an effort to show the full kumen nature of Christ and 4he full use of human love,

To the Church this is blasphemcus -- ONLY because in the eyes of the Chursh homosexuality is
evil. TYet the Church has emphasized 5 much Christ's 1ifs as caxless that it gives the
decided impression sex is in iteelf a no-nc for those who want 5o be close to God rather
then a means of entering into God's love in a way designed by him, IF «- in the eyes of

God -=- homosexuality is perfectly ratural, then there coculd be nothifig wrong with such a
relationship between Chris® and John. Then, if Christ did not wisk to bring children into
the world because of his position but wished to show a human Love employing sex as its
fullest expression, & homcsexual relationship with John would be in order.
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However, neither side has any proof as tc what kind of love Christ had, Both sides draw
their own conclusions from their own stated premises. Cne side emphasizes his divinity, the
other his humanity. The morality of homosexuality is the key issue.

Whatever the case, we know that Jesus gave evidence of a strong perscnal love. He may have
had some limitstions because of his mission., But he gave ud bhe example of a very desp
friendship with sonecne of the same sex.

We are not of the Godhead, however. We were born into this world with a human nature, care-
fully designed by God, good in all its parts. Sex 1S an essential part of thst humen nature,
Its use is the fullest expression of human love, involving the totality of the indiwidual.
The homcsexusl is a humen being. He was bern with his own individusl human nature. As he
matures, he finds that his sex drive is toward <hose of the same sex. He has meny kinds of
love, as do other humans. 4and he has the same desire to give himself totelly to another
human being. His desire, though, 18 directed t¢ those of nis own sex.

So, with this God-given nature and its God-given desires, he proceeds bc give his love in a
way that is natwral to him. And he seeks in retwrm the same kind of love. A bouch of the
hand electrifies him. The softness of another's lips on his, the warmth of ancther's body
against his stirs within him a desire to give of himself the tesc. A8 the relationship
develops, as the love increases, each experiernces that powerful human urge tc¢ give himself
completely to another. And the two become lovers.

If each one is God-oriented, they should ask: How does this relaticnship affect my relation-
ship with God? If it is a genuine love, both will experience & greater awarsness of God in
their lives, They will reslise that their lovs is a sharing in the very life of God, that
their infimate acts of love made possible by the creation of God are achuslly the vulse cf
God's 1ife, that in each act of love their redempticn is being wrought by Christ present
within them -~ the Christ who taught “hem how to love: to give themselves completely %2 esch
other,

Yes, God is love. And we share that love in many ways. But the most fully humsn is the
tctal giving of one's very self to snother, effectively symbolized in the conjoining of
twc bodies. When that proceeds from love, it is not lust. It is divine love operetive.
And two homosexual lovers become new spiphaniss -- the manifestation of God's love te the
world.
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IN THE NEWS: The American Library Associaticn held its $0th anuual convention in Tallas,
Texad, June 20-%7. It adopted An anti-discrimination resolution, proposed 9y
a gay task force: "The American Library Association recognizes that there
exist minorities which are not ethnic in nature, but wilch sufier oppression. The Assccia-
tion recommends that libraries and membars strenuously combst discrimination in services to,
and erployment of, indiviguals from all minority growps, whether the distinguishing charac-
teristic ¢f the minority be ethnic, sexuval, religious, or of any other kind,"

QUICKTES: Bob Fournier, accompanied by & fsw of the Board membersfrom DICKITY, spoke at

the board meeting of the L.4i. Associstion of Laymen on Aug. k. soe T you
wish any personal items put in the WewsletTer's "Hulletin Board!(such as wanted
to buy, to sell, ebe,), have material in ne later than the S5t of sach month, son
Picnic on July 11 was a great success. About 40O attended. wee Wry not give a memhar~
EE;E Tn DIGNITY as a gift for birthdeys, Christmas, etc.? can If you wish to make 2
tax deductible donation to DIGNITY, comsult us for details on how to co it. - Zone

gratulations to those who passed out DIGHITY info at parada: Armand & Jim, Maurice, Bili,
and Dick, Also to those who rode in car: Joe, Dennis & Greg, Ken, Jerry, and Andy. Thanks
to Gabs for use of his car and to Pst feor painting the signs. sus Letters have been
sent to the editors of the San Francisce Monitor, Marriage magazire and Tathclic World in
reply to recent articles. san Pray that the 2% memhers of DIGNTIY who are going to
Valyermo will make a good retreat. e "ireat trials scem to be necessary preparations
for graat duties,V

BULLETIN BOARD: Two levsrs will share 2-story Los Feliz Hills home -~ complete view of
city, music room |plano, organ, vape and stersc), dining room, wet bar,
sun deck terrace coverlooking city, 3 bedrooms and den. $®100.00 2 month.

Call 663-5139, oo Wanted Lo rent: 2 bedroom cr 1 bedroom + den in Spanish style apt.

building, Maximum - $150°C0. If you have seen a vacancy sign at such a building, piease

call hé9-3898,
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THOUGHIS ON WORDS: A priest member of DIGNITY submitted these thoughts cn the meaning of

i words. '“The languages that have been used tc articulste the Mosaic

concept of Sex as s device invented by God solely for the amplification

of the tribe {for which reascn, fe logically ailowved rolygamy) sre nonsequently rigged
against the concept of sex ss communication and rapport among human beings, The antithetical
words, 'hetercsexusl’ and ‘homosexual' provide the foundation of 8 hosiile vocabulary because
they carry the implication of a moral propristy or impropriety. From there, the stacked
semantic deck grows. Those who believe in and make use of phiysical rapport with members of
their own sex are therefore 'queer.! They are wnreal creaturss -=- not hwman at all -e
'fairies,' in fact. And the catalog of psjorative terms goes on and on. In order to deal
with sax as it relates t¢ gender with any degree of rationality, and objectivity, it is
necessary firet to detect and to demclish this semantic trap it
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

August 13 - 15 ,... Retreat at Valyermo.

August 18 .eev 7:30 pum. Board meeting at home of Armand snd Jim in Long Beack.

August 21 aees  7:30 pom. monthly meeting of DIGNITY ot ONE, Inc. (2256 Venice Bl.,
2nd floor), Ouestd welcome, Program: diScussica groups.

August 22 ... Mission tour: San Diego and San Luis Rey. Assemble 9:00 a.u, &t John
and Jer‘y's._ Bring picnic lunch. Get further information at meebing.

August 28 ¢ess 7:30 p.m. Richard Strauss night at armand and Jim's. See them &t the
meeting foF Turther {Eiormaiﬁon.

Sentember 12 ,... Spiritusl Development Commitiee at home of Jium F., 7:30 p.m.
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UNTIED FARM WORKERS :- - They need food donations and pickets to support the striks at San
¥Ysidro. If you wish tec give food items, bring them to August 21
meeting and give them to Xen oy Rod, or bring thewm directly ‘o the

colleczgcn point -= 1741 South Harvard, Los Angeles, If you want more information, call

73; -L\'}‘ »

MAGAZINE ARTICLES: The June issus of Catholic World carrisd an article byJeoseph A. McCaffrey
"Homosexuality in THe Severties.” The July issue carried a second
article by the same author, "Homosexuslity, Aquinas, and the Church.”

Both articles were excellent. sane Ir the firet article the author speaks of a cultural

storm. "In this context, the term 'cultural storm' means that the refusal of sociely to

accept homosecuality as anything other than a vicious legal, moral, and psvchological perver-
sion is under challenge. The challenge i3 basic: it asser<s that homosexuality, like sexu-
ality in genersl, is vital, huﬁEET_Eﬁghgood, and in nc way entails any legsl, maral, or
rsychological perversion. This asserilim, probably the most important contribution of the
well-populated gay world, is supperted by s rising number of socizl scientists who have made
studies on homosexusls." He goes on to state that "the reasons for condemning homosexuality
stem from ignorance and misunderstanding.” sess  For thosa who claim that homosexuvelity
will desitroy society the auther writes: "The judgmente of society on both the morelity and
iegality of homcsexuality are often inadequute or nalve; for example, the cormon allegaticn
that homosexuality leads to both personal and societal corruption cannct sustain any systems
atic correlative analysis, renn As for the Church's thinking in the matter; he says:
"Religlion, after all, has not exactly been the paragon of systemstic, cogent, snd unbissed
shought concerning homosexuality.” In the July issue he goes even further: "He sunswer at
prasent, which purports to deferd the Church's nesitien, is sclidly based. In fact, it is
precisely &t the juncture of sound reasons that Church thecriziag collapsesS. ... It appsars
thet the Church has fallen intc 2 viclous, destructive battle againat the orgasm (the felt
puysical pleasure), placing all importent ettitudes, motivations, and mutuality of giving as
a secondary level of importance, if that," cenn Some moralists argae thet homesextality
is wrceng because 1t goes against the conscience of markiad., The author states: "The
problem with tha argument is that it ovarlookz differences in individual men. It ignores

or all but destroys the fact of differentiatior both in the personality of any individusl

and also his circumstances. Ite ultimate appeal ro conscience is premised on the similarity

of consclences which is, in total tsrme, a highly improbably and suspect assumption."

csee He states that thoss who clsim homosexuality is & “grose sin against nature™ sre

themeelves comitting "orimes against ressm,t cees Sheuld we be proud? U"This emsrgerce

of homosexuals 1ls an encouraging develorment because it is a move based wpen velfepride and

integrity of the psrsonality." .




