DIGNITY

A Monthly Newsletter P.0. Box 6161, Lo& Angeles, Ca. 0055

June 5, 1971 Editer: Beb Fournier
Vol. II, No. U

3 A Sedd R A3 st 3 L St e L sl e $rss HHH it

RESPORS IBILITY = AN EDITORIAL

A good many gay Catholics cry in the dark, Outside & closely guarded circle of friends, no
cne sees them as they are; no one hears them, Torturous guilt. Fsar end spprehensiou.
Their minds pound with tension. Whese fault? Ko one person or imstituticn bears all the
tlame. But from the gay Cathclie point of view, we single out two objects upon which to
cast blame and within which to swakea 2 sense of regponsibility.

The Holy Roman Catholic Church has cried, ¢oo, but cried anathemas. AS & teaching body it
has refused to study homosexuality. As a giver of counsel it has failed to understund
homosexuala, As a channel of blessing it has offered total condenmation, AS a lewder in
sccial reform it has failed tc take one step toward the homosexual, . It has claimed consern
but done nothing, Se¢ much for the ages past, Now finally the hend of Christ is prodding
same bishops, theologians, priests and laymen from behind their protective walis thrown up
ir fear and ignorance. Light and strength are given. They begin to sse. They begin to do.
An awareness of injustice stivs in them., The hand of Christ i8 held out, but still so many
try to restrain it, hold it back from reaching toc far. Why? Why is <he Church afraid te
exercise 1ts leadership? Wiy won't it direct its efforts to correct the social injustices
inflicted on gays by ite loving Christlans?

There are injustices: police brutality, entrapment, employment and hcusing discriminstion,
even lawd., It 1s not encugh now to speak of morality, to urge ns to carry our crosses. We
are Christiang, free sons of Cod who stand proud in the strength of Christ's resurrection
with a1l that mekes us whet we ars. And we beg his Church te call out from the rooftops
for justice and understanding, %o brave the cpposition of an unloving strajght werld and
refashion socisl thinking with its mighty magisterium.

The Church has to be blamed for much of our suffering. Nonetheless, sincere Catholic gays
turn te that same Church, hoping desperatsly to find the face of Christ, to hear his volce,
to feel his hand, (What further proof i3 needed for the strength of his faith?) The

Church must share bleme and 8¢ has responsibility to undo the resultant social injustices.

The Catholic gey is ready encugh to add his voice %o thethunderous cry of biame hurled ab

the Church, Yet he must shzre & good part of it. What has he done to alleviate his con-
dition? Too meny are sontent to live gay with a tortured censcience, without the sacraw
rments. They would rather walk away frowm it all and curse. No fight for their heritage.

No coursge to stand vp for justice. So much easier to whore it uwp and lese self in frentic
sex. X¥eny gay Catholics have not faced up to their own homosexuslity, have not sccepted

iz, have no pride in it. Their own lethargy, their cwn cowardice, their preferred insatiable
sparch for sex have allowed injustices to muitiply and become established.

T4t is time now to come out of the closets, to quit rumning, to take a sternd and fight, b
give time and talent where possivle. It is time to become informed. Tt iz time to be
proud. Yes, the Church bears mwuch blame for the plight of gays. But so does the gay hir.
s8lf. And if the Church has a responsibility to correct injustices, s¢ much the more cdoes
the gay himeell have the responsibility to speak up and work for acceptance,
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AT MEETING:  Forty-~three signed in. The Spiritual Development Commiites initiated & new
B practlce -- insplraticnal reading cpened the meseting, prayer clcsed it,

Treasurer Dennis reported $222.30 in the bank. QGabe reported for the Sccisl
Involvement Committee, Joe for Membership (89), Armand for Spirltusl Development, and Bob F.
on meeting with Fr. Von der Ahe., New membership fees were approved. Christopher Street
west, parade Zor June ¢7was discussed. At 20ffse break Armand met with new members and
guests tc explain purposes of Dignity. After cofiee break fowr discussion groups were
formed. Each participant drew & silip of papsr on whizh was typed an incomplete statement
{eeg., If I were the archbvishop of Los Angeles, I would ...3 What bugs me meost about gays
it ...} Fach completed and discusssd his statement. At 10115 we ended another intensely
rewarding evening.

JINZ MEETING:  On Sat., June 1%, we shzll meet in the offices of AF, Inc. (2256 Venice

Elvd., 2nd floor) &t 7:30 p.m. Afier the business meeting, we shall agsin
bregit up into discussion groups.

MEMBERSHTP FEES+ At the April meeting members voted 4o raise annual dues a»d to establish
Yypes of membtership, The following was apnroved at the May meeting --
students, #5.00; regular, $10.00 (iLovers, #15.00): institutional,

tusiness and professional, #15.00; contributing, #25.00. Contributing members will recesive

all fature litereture published bty Dignity at no cost. Effective July 1, 1971.
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QUICKIES: Mailing Committee established with Bill ss chaimman, It will handle mailing of
News!a%ter and other publications. We need 2 Jew volunteer committee members,
ess  If you can recummend a priest to add to cur list of confessors, give us

his name and the name, address and tsl. no., of the church. What to lopk fort & priest who

wents to nourish our union with the living God and who can understand us as individual human
beings, ves Need transportation to meetings? Let us knowe 46 Change of address or

tel. no.? Inform us, ere CScrawled or & men's restroom wall: "The government gave me u

meda)” for killing many mer, and a dishoncrable dischargs for Toving one." A good example

of hetero distorted values. see Your response to our newsletter is encowrsging. We
would appreciate hearing from more of you, prc or con. If you know ¢f others who would be
interested in our newsletter, pass it on. ... In answer to meny inquiries as to whether

& Fr, David Johnscn Torrance and & Fr. Rob in Wysndotte, Mich (F.0. Long Beach, Ca.) are

Roman Tathollc priests, the answer is Mo ¥

IN THE NEWS: An article in the San Francisco Examiner {May 5, 1571, p.h0) states that the
Archdiocesan Commission on Social Justice supports the California Kuman
Rights Commissicn in its urging of the Board of Supervisors to conduct 3
heering on the claim cf employment discrimination made by the Scciety for Individual Rights
(homosexusl) and to amend the Nondiscrimination Ordinance in Employment. The Reverend X, J.
Boyle, chairman of the Archdiccesan Commisslon wrote to Supervisor FPresident Dianne Felnstein
and urged her Board to 'conduct hearings on this subject and then to preeeed to corrective
legislation." The Commisaion is also urging Califernia legislators te remove from the
State Code "all lsws dealing with private sexusl acts between consenting adults,”

FROM A SERMCN: The Church of St.John the Zvangelist (Episcopalian) in Boston has cpenly
accepted a gay group, the Homophile Union of Boston. In a sermon tc the
congregation on Sun., June 2§, 1970, the Rev, Joseph Upson said: "The

time of passively accepting minority groups is over. If this parish is to do anything con-

crete for the world, then it muet, in the words of the gospel, launch out into the deep,
take a chance, avcid the false position of Sayingwe are concerned Yt not doing anything
about it. Iike tlack people, homosexuals aTe ceasing to cower in the corner: they are
beginning to demand equal rights, And interestingly, they are turning te the Church as an
ally, asking the Church to be a picneer in the movement for equality."t

CALENDAR CF RVENTS ¢

June 13 sseseanss Soclety of David Benefit Event et 8:00 p.m. Peature artist: planist
Jerrald, playing works of Bach, Chopin, Debussy and his cwn compow
sivions. Donation #2.00 et 173 N, Mansfield Ave., 2 blocks west of
Highland, 3 houses south of Beverly in L¢s Angeles.

June 20 savesesaes GAY Haggeniug (coordinated by Gay ¥ 21llowehip) from 1030 aum. to
dusk, to be held in the area of the Greek Theatre of Griffith
Tark, Los Angeles, a kick-off for @y Pride Week., Bring kites,
barners, bells, incense, musical insiruments or whatever. Needed:
folk singers, instrumentalists, posts, artisans to de their “hing.
Bring food and blankets, enough to share if you want your frisndli-
rnesg to be caiching. A chance for all gay groups to mingle.

June 26, 7 see... Art Show opens at ONE, Inc. (2256 Venice, L.A.), 10300 g.m. %o
00 pme on June 26, Continues on June 27, 9:00 p.m. to 12200 M,

June 27 eseesserss Lihs CHRISTOPHER ST. WEST PARADYE at 7100 oemis 00 Hollywood Blvd.,
Beginning at Motadden. This annual event is meant %o demonstrate
to the hetercsexusl world our solidarity, our pride, our variety, cur determinstion to be
accepted for what we are. We may not feel 8t home with some types of homosexuals, but in
this one event it is important that we unite and show our strength in mumbers, thav we are
ell working for cne cause -- our acceptance by society. We need more volunteers for the
parade. Flease call an officer of Digrity or write soom,

June 27 seevesas.. Parade Dance after parade until 2:00 a.m, &t Rodger Young Center
(S35 V. Washingron Elvd., L.A. {Next to freeways in dcwmtowr: L.A.).
$2,50 in advance, $3.0C at door. Write “o: Christopher St.iest/
Pance, F.0. Bax 17662, Los Augsles, Cal. 90017.

SPEAKING BNGAGEMENIS:  (n Wed., May 26 Bob Fournier was invited to talk to Aseistant Prof,
Barry Dank!'s class in Scociology of Homosexual Behavior at Cal State,
Long Beach, on the Catholic homogexual. On Sun., June 6 Eob Fournier
and 2 few memberz of Dignity have been invited to discuss the curposes of Dignity at the
Gay Fellowship meeting. If you know of any groups, gay or siraight, who would welcome a gay
speaker, let Bob Fournier know or any officer of Digniiy. We are anxious to acquaint all
with Dignity and to speak up for the cause of homosexual egusiity and Justice,
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FSYCECLCGIST:  PBetty Berzon has worked with grovps for mawy yeedwm, Hovewtly ahe Les begur
To work with gaye. If vou would lLike to join one of Mher wesk-end or Sunday
groups, call 65L-2l20. Addrese: 8560 Hallywood Blvd., L.h., Ca. 90069,
Theodore Lindauer, M.D. is a child psychistrist on the fseulty of ‘niversity cf Californiz,
Trvinie Imedical schocl), He has leng had an intense interest in romosexuslity and has had
many homosexuals as patients, While in Beston {1968-1970) he helped found the Jomophile
Unicn of Boston and served as their psychiatrist consultenc. If anyone 1is interested in
private therapy, his University no. is 714/633-9393, x 6013 his home nc. 18714/673-3688,

TESTS OF MATURTTY: (1) Inability tc compromise. A child says: "If gyou won't let me piuvch,
1111 Take ty ball and g0 fome,' The immature adult will not compromiss,
even when ethically correct to do s¢, even when it could be a proof of

his love. (2) Physical and mental cruelty. Through words or actions children can be horrib-

1y cruel to thelr companions. immeiure adults inflict the same kind of mental cruelly when
they delight in making & fool of snother, jokesbout his looks, clothes, marmer of speech or
abilities. (3) RexrenEg-takin . Interfere with @ child's selfish desires and he strikes hack
in any way he can %o hart. Tmmature adults lask out in the same way.-- spiteful silences,
refusal to show interest, withholding marital privileges, bringing up the pest. "Yew'll
suffer for wnet you did to me.” (L) Lependsnce on feelings. A child wants to live accord-
ing to the whims of feeling. Sc dc immatura aduitss Tasy will not subject feelings to
reascn, faith, principls. Such a persen 1s g slave to hia owm feelings..

IN THE NEWS : 1ts no. 60 issue on pe 27, The Advocate reported thet “A resolution
adopted by the recent vhite House Corderence on Youth .. called for the
legalization of gay msrriages. Ancther resclution favoring the sdopticn of
children by gay married couples was defeated.V

FPRAL TC PRIFSTS: We apreal to our priest members and all priesuvs to write on behalf of
homosexuala, Write articles for newspapers and magazines, religicus or
seculsr. Be particulerly sttentive to oppertunities for writing letters

to the editor of newspapers and magazines. If the gay cause is going to move zhead, those
who hava the necssszary educaztion, training, and talent should use it.



