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APRIL MIFTING: Fortyw-two attended last month'e meeting, Three points of business were cone
sidered: (1) The Board of Directors should draw up & scale of membership
fees; (2) s dance is to be held on Msy 22; (3) Dignity should bs represeni-

ed in the Christopher Street Wast parads on June 27. Fr. Dontld Maloney, S.J, (Chairmen of

Religion Studies at Loyola University) sddressed those present, explaining recent develope

ments in moral theology, emphasizing love as the basis of the Christian life, and minimiging

sexusl orientation. The lengthy quastion-angwer period that followed reflected very well
the sincere interest and concern of both speaker and audience. (incther Jesuit and s Mary-

knecll priest slac attended the meeting.) .

MAY MRETTNG: To be held at offices of One, Inc. (2256 Venice Blwd., 2nd floor) at 7:30 pane
on Sat., May 1%, Instead of having & speaker this time, we shall revert to
cur former practice of breasking into small grewps for discuszicn in an effert

t» beceme better acquainted with one another. The questions to be used in pach grosp should

preve challenging, We hape to have a vory gord stbendence. We need this . eppartamity to

know each other better. (Nememembors are welcome as usual.)

CONFESSORS ¢+ Our members have recammended thesc priests &s confessorss:
1) Fr. Laubacher, S.J. 2t Blessad Sacrament in Hallywond (Sunset snd Las Palmas) 4526311,
(2) Fr. Tem, NS, &t OGur Lady of Cord Counsal in HollywseA (Vermcnt near Los Felig).

(3) At Leyola University in Las Angelest Fr. Denald Melenay, S.J. (Chairman of Religion
Sztu%“), Fr. D;zos Foren, S.J. (Chaplain), and Fr. Merrifield (President of she Univere
8 » SM} 3

- th) Fre Pt Niderf, 0.5.4. st Augustinian High School ixm Sam Dingn. T1h/2824218hL. - - .

(5) Fr. R. Joubewt, O.P. and Fr. Mark Barren, O.P, at Hely Ressry Chursh in Houstrn, Texas
(3605 Travie St.) - o . ‘

Waat do we losk for in a confessor? A truly religious priect. Samevma wha wante to nourizh
cur vninh with the living {4 axd -whe sen understend us ag an individual human being.

 REQUESTS: If you need transpartation ta mestings, let us kmews - ... If yeu have a naw
© mailing address ar telapnome nmumber, please infomm us. .as CBA you.recmmend -
ather priests to add te cur list of confessors? Send neme of priest, name and
sddresa of chureh and telaphons =umber, ..» A%y news of Ilaterest in your
area for goy Cathelice?

NEW COMMITTEES : Armand is heading eur new spiritusl develcpmont eammittes, They are explorw
ing the possibilidy of a retreat in the near future, Details later. «sa
Maurice has accepted chalrmanship of attendance committee.

LETTERS TO THE EDITCR+ The March 19 issue of the L.A. Free Press carried a bitterly anti~
Cathelic and illeinfermed ariicie entitied, "Gay Mass outlawed (sic)
by Blshopt We sent a letter te the sditor, but it wag never print.

eds The April 1lL=27 issue of the Advocate carried a very fine article, cerrecting some of

the errora in the Frae Press article. A letter of cemmendation was sent to the editor of the

Advocate and sppeared in the May 1225 issus together with the letier sent to the Freo Pross.

We intend to continue calling attention %o our existence and tr~ give sver incressing witness

te the fact that there are gay Cathelics who love the Church and who are willing to work for
recognitien,

SEX BilL: California’s Willy Broawn sex reform bill #ABL37 needs your help, The bill delotes
all penalties fsr consensual sral or anal istercourse between persons 18 or clder
in privete; whether they are »~f the same sex or ~pposite mexes. Write t» your

Azsemblymsn todey. If you do not know his name, you may get such information from your

County Clerk, the publiic library, or a lecal newspaper, Address all letterz to yowr

Assemblyman, State Capitol, Sacremento, California %5Bll.



LOVE - SEX:  PFr. Donald Maloney, S.J., in his talk at toe April mesting, menticned that

our moral life does not revolve arcund sex. It is neither the most important

thing in cur moral life, nor the most interesting, Yet some are sc zexs
conscious thet they can conceive of no merelly correct lifs except iuv terms of sexusl cor-
rectness, "If the mechanics of my sex life follow traditional views, then I'm morally good."
This is ricdiculous, There is more 1o sex than ite mechsnics. There is more to love than
sexual sxpressicn. Love is the basis of our Christian life. "By this will 2ll men know that
you are my diseciples, if you have love for one ancther.® Christ did ast say that the sign
of our living union with him is sdherence to a set of dogmas or sexual crientation but
rather a genuine love for one ancther. He made no exceptions to that. And he went so far
85 to say that we would be judged on the love we show others, not on truths we say yes to
¢r the fact of our sexusl orisntation. Love gives our 1lifs meaning,

Of course, one basic expressicn of love is sex. Father Maloney was explicit in pointing
out that in any relaticnship (straight or gay) the important thing is not the mechanics of
sex but the love behind 1t, Am I giving myself? 4m I showing consideration? Are the nesds
of the other considered? What does this sexual act really mean? If we use sex for our ¢wn
selfish ends, then it becomes wrong. I we use it only to destroy loneliness, then we ine
crease our loneliness, Sex involves another, and the cther must te considered. Thst is
where the love enters,

In our generation, sex is comnonplace, The mention of 1t shocks few peoplea, But the new
prudery, the new hang-up, 1s intimacy -~ Lhere is a physical closeness but no closeness in
feeling, no resl giving, no real unienm that comes from the cpening of our mind and heart.

Many homosexuals have doubts sometimes about their love-~life in ite sexual expression. dut
we must all learn to trust ir Jed. We can't ever axpect to bave everything spelled out in
black and white. Much of cur 1life is lived in a gray area. There will eiways be some
decisions we make that will be tinged with uncertainty. That is where our trust in Ged is
tested. I7 I sincerely feel that hemosexuality is not a sin for me {and now nould it be if
this 1s vhe unchosen direction of my sex drive?), then there is no need %o mentiom it in
confession. For me it is not wrong. We must learn to velieve in our own conscience and to
trust in God more.

Formerly, theologians gave us a list of don'ta. Mortal sins wers spelled ovt in great
detail. Many Catholics now are insecure if they can't have everything spellied ot in that
way. But, Pr. Malcney explained, this cannot always be dore. There sre circumstances in
our life that we must consider in making our own decisions.

No individual act makes us what we sre. The morsl guality of our life is found in its
basic orientaticn toward God. There will be failures, but thsy de not change the oriasnta-
tion of cur life. Whst is my attitude toward God, 1ifs, the sacraments, toward anything
that bears on my relation to God? 1his is my moral life. One act cannct be a mortal sin,

We shorld stop looking at others in terms of sex -- heterosexual and homosexual, St.Paul
says: "No longer is there slave and freeman, Jew and Oreek, male and female (and Fr.Malonay
suggests we might add -~ heterosexual and homcsexual), but we ars all cne in Christ Jesus
our Lord.” Whet difference does our sexual orientation really make? Rather we should be
concerned about an sver increasing effort on our part to shew 2 mors perfect love for Ged
and every bumen being. If we do, our conscience will be at peace. After &ll, we are not
going to be judged on sex. We shall be judged on love, the love that motivated every last
action throughout our lifa,

WHAT DO YOU THINK? & priest who recently received publicity because of his work with gays
@as asked if he would perform & gay marriage. His answer: "No." He
geve three reasons. (1) As an individusl priest he did not feel he

could authorize the use of the sacrament of metrimony in =n untraditional way. (2) He did

rot wish t¢ e flooded with requests to perform marrisges for people he did not know.

{3) In his sxperience he felt gay lovers did not give sufficisnt evidence of permanent c¢ome

mitment tc each othsr. see What do you think?

A BRCTHER SPEZAKS: Brothsr Medlin, C.$.0., associated with Notre Dame Boys High Schocl in
Bridgeport, Connecticut, was one of the members for a panel on counseling
at the First National Conference on Religion and the Hormosexual (March

2L-25, 1971) irn Wew York. The following is taken verbatim from his talk: (1) The Romen

Catholic Church has never made a I'e Fide promouncement on any moral guesticn. (2) The

Catholic Church has reversed its "official" position on morél guestions many <imes, Compare

Pius IX's Quanta Cura with Vatican II's statement on religious freedom, or Papal statements

agairst usury issued in 1L50 as oppossd to modern interpretations. ... It might be noted

in passing that the Councill freely admits thsi its clargvmen do not have all the answers.

Ir The Church and the Modern World (M.L3) we read: M"Let the lay-man not imagine that his

pastors are always such experts tThat to every problem whick srises, however complicated, they

can readily give him a conerete soluticn, or even that such is theiy mission.t




