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MARCH MEETING: At 7:3C pems on March 20, sixty members end guests of Dignity met at the
offices of One, Ine, for the monthly mseting. Jee K, gave a report for the
nmembership cemmittes, annowncing thet we now have 103 members, Dennls B,
was electead secretary-tressurer for a one-year term, President Bob F. stated that meetings
wlll be held on the third Saturday of every month at 7:30 p.m. Until cther guarters are
decided upon, we Wwill meet et One, Inc. (225€ Venice Blwvd,., upstairs), Dr. Evelyn Hooker

spoke on the "Hocker Report," and a lengthy discussion followed = intense, frank and re-
Wardiﬂg-

HOOKER RFPCRT:  Probably the single most immortant document concerning homosexumlity ever

formulatad in the U.S. was submittad October 10, 1567 to the National

Institute of Mental Health, an agency of the Fedsral CGovernment. This
"FTNAL REPORT OF THE TASK FORCE ON HOMOSFXUALITY" was prepsred by m group of outstending
behavioral, medical, social and legal sciantists wnder the chalrmanship of Dr. Evelyn
Hooker, of the University of Celifornia st Los Angelss. Commissioned by government spome
Sorship, it represents the highest level which eny informed and humand statemen®t concerne
ing homosexuality has yet attained in the U.3. Bsliev ing that concerned citizens everye
where should be thoroughly acquainted with this document and be prepared to help ses that
its recommendations shall be acted upon, ONE, INC. has included its full text in & ONE
Institute Quarterly (issue no.22)., We urge you to circulate as many cepiss of this virtuel
Tiagna Carta® a8 you can to good effect. Send to ONE, INC., 2256 Venice Hivd,, los
Angeles, California 90006. (#1.15 aach, er 30¢ each far id or more cepies.)

APRIL MEETING: To be held at One, Inc. en April 17 at 7:30 pem. Members are asked to
sttend & parish Mass at St. Themas {in the school) at 6:00 p.m. and te
sit together (1Sth St. and Mariposa). Confessions are heard bafore Mass.

Participation and manner of offering Mass are reported to be excellents e« Fr. Deuald

Maloney, S.J, (Chairman of Religisn Studies at Los Angeles Loyols University) will talk

"Morality and Conscience.” Please make an extra effort tv attend, We bave & wonderful

opportunit),y to get answers to difficult quastions, (Nen-membors are asked to give s 50p
donation.

MEMBERSHIP:  If you know of oihers who might like te become msmbers, plesse invite them to
8 meeting or have them write tc the membership chairman at the above address.
If your membership has expired, won't you please renew 1t? (%% a year.)

INFORMATION RFQUESTED: Has anything been done, or ig anything being dens now in your
arsa by the Church tc help the Catholic homoSexuals, or is any-
thing being done by Cathelic gays te advance their cause? TIf ao,
pleass send details to Dignity president at atove addrees,

CONFESSORS : We would like to compile a 1ist of confessors in the Los Angeles ares or any
cther area of the Stste of California or the country who are sympathetic to
the preblems of geys. If you know of sueh a priest, phease send his name,
parish, and address to Dignity president at above address.

ALCOHCLICS ANONYMOUS: isys who have become members of ar are interested in A.A., may be
glad to know that there are twe A.A, groups for gays in the Les
Angeles area. One meete every ¥riday at 813C p.m, at Hollywood
and Sycamore (room LO7), open to men and women., The ofLher meetz at 666 5, Corondolet in
the Shorham Hotel sach Tuesdsy at 8:30 pem., open to men only,

ACNCRARY MEMBER:  Fr. John McNeil, S.J. of New York, who wrote a series of 3 articles on
T homosexuality in “The Homiletic and Pastoral Review,” has sccapted

honerary membership in Dignity. He has alse given ua permission te
reproduce his articles. We hope evsntually to sccomplish this end to distribute noples tc
all on cur mailing 148t free of charge.

CATHOLIC CONSCIENCE: Evelyn Hooker remarked in her tulk st our March meating that she
knows of no gays who are more troubled in conscience thaa Catholic
gays because of the Church's sppositier tc them. ¥What an accusSg-

tion to make against the Church which claims to be Christ on earth. If we are such sinners s

thecloglans end the bishops might recsll that Christ ate with sinnsrs snd welcomed them.

So why does the Church have such g handseoff policy? Why do so many even refuse to discuss

it? It would sesm that their regulations are spoken with ths mouths of struights rather




then Christians, The foar and distaste of their straight world urges them to clothe their
ferur in terms of theolegical opposition,

Some gay Catholics hope for an overnight change in teaching. That will never be, But a
change 1s slowly takirng placs. Oay Catholics should be aware of this.

Fr. Nouwen in INTIMACY says that “often the Bible has been uced to tLry to prove that homo=
sexuality is especiélly sinful, deserving of punishmept, er sufficlent resson for ostra-
cism. ... Kowever, neither the Bible nor the practices cf the Middle Ages can be used vo
prove that homosexuality as such is a special perversion which asks for spaciel punighment
(p.h3-LL). That the Bible can't be used to attack homosexuality is a definite change of
thinking.

Fr. John McNeill, S.J. 3 éthe third article of a series on homosexuality in “The Homiletic
. and Pastoral Review? (4{. 1970, pa 835) states: "ie have ulready seen that there i% &
corsidersble body of expert opinion and experience which holds that in many cases & homew
Sexual relaticnship 'may be the Lest Type of human relaticnship of which a persom is
capsble,’ and as such could ke judged an ethically responsible cormitment in his situation.*
What @ chenge of position}

By wey ¢f exampl®, consider the matter of birth contrel. The Church has taught that it is
intrinsically wrong; it can never be right., The same has been seid of homosexuality. But
now some theologiams allow ths conscience of the couple to make the choice, and priests in
the confessional in increasing numbers sanction it. So why can't the gay fcllow his
consclence?

The husband and wife are concerned not with the right to use sex, but with a way to use
it sc they will not be burdened, a way that was always considered mortally sinful. The
gay, however, is denied the very use of sex, though it is just as much & part of his
humanity as it is of the straight couple. Whet about his burdem? His psychology allows
him to adjust to no cther way., But no consideration ie given to his peychological needs,
his physical tensions, his desperate search for a mate. What he does is Wrenge

It's time the gay Catholic matured. It's time to give wp the spoon-feeding of the Church
by which the Catholic wants to be told every last thing he can or cannot do. It's time
the gay Catholic joined the straight Catholic and begen tc use his own conscience. Rememe
ber, you cannot be held morally accountabls for a conditicn you did net freely choose.

You grew Up with one sexual orientation, Yocu have only one body, one life, one sexual
poWer. You have an intrinsic right to find your own fulfillment in your life with your
body and your power of sex. You have a might to use Lhe power cf sex in the only mentally
healthy way for You.

It's time you looked st yourself reelistically. It's time you slloved your cwn consciencs
to reach maturity and functiorn with a sense of responsibility to your own mental health
anc total well-being. Those Catholic gays who can see the usa cf sex as morally right for
them in the only sane wey open to them are adjusted, hapoy Catholics. Den't create or
prolong your own preblems., There ars theolcglans whe are bending. Don't wait until the
whole Church spells 1t out in blmck and white, You'll be dead by then. Xnow what's
bappening! Accept the challenge! Use your gay consclence and be proud that you are a
gey Catholic. Live as g gay Catholic: use sex your wey; receive the sacraments, If
Jutch gay Catholics can do it, why can't we?

THCUGHTS ON GAY MARRIAGES: Want to settle dowm with that special scmeone? Reslly? A

gay merriage 1s not so much a watter of finding the right

person as being the right person. If we say, "I Mve you,"
the emphasis should be on YOU. If the "T Tove you' 1s there, no gay relationship will ever
break from the outside, no matter bow many regiments of marching troubles bear down against
1t. If each can honestly say "I love youj I put yeu before any other creature in the whole
world,”™ two devoted people will run out the blackest storm not only safely but with a kind
of sacret joy.

"OGoing together® is a romantic holiday, A gay marriage L & job. No one lives in remane
tic sulendor like the tiny figures atop the wedding cake. Nobedy stumbles inte & gay
marriage, TYou work hard to meke it., You climb toward it. Littie things will irritate,
like pebbles in your shos., But you keep climbing. You close your syes to this, or cless
your ears to that, or close your mouth to something elsa., You are sensitive about some
things, Presume your lover iz, %00. It will mean constantly Thinking of him. Tt wili
mean & total giving. Yeu don't just go half wey. In that case you enly mest., You go
three-quarters cf the way. A gay marriage means you maks the other person happy. It is
not a question cf finding the right person, but of being the rIght persen.



