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The following is from a relatively new books INTIMACY bty priest theologian,
Fr. Henrl J. M. Nouwen. I think it show the acceptance of Gay people by modern thegkg-
L 4

"How dres the homosexual exporience himself in the world? Perhaps the core-
feeling is lonesomeness. He has no real private life where he can be with himself,
Very often his favorite place is the bar, not the home. He rambles through the world,
restless, anxisus, wanting to be intimate with everybody but not able to develop
real friendships witk anyone. Always laoking, never finding. Always out there; never
in the center. With the first look at a stranger he thinks about the most intimate
contact, and in the most intimate contast he feels completely alone.

"Nowhere 1s the homeleseness of man so deeply underctood as in the Gespel.
Christ came to make this worid a betier home to life in. On the other hand, he left
this world to prepare a heme for us - ¥In the house of ny Father there are many
mansions. I go to prepare a place for ygu's If we chow-the homosexual how deeply
Christ understood his homeless existence snd help him to become more sensitive to the
essentlal conditicn of our Chrisiian existence, which is that of a pilgrim, a searcher
and seeker, a real relatiunship wmight encrge.

*Time an agoin the homosexual shows how much he suffers from the prejudices
of his surroundings. Perhaps a really understanding atiitude can tring Christ closer
to the homosexusl than any attempt to change him.

"But finally and mcst important: The central or only message of Christ is
"love cne another as I bave loved you". The 1ife of the homosexual is one grest ory
for love. In a deficient and falling wayr he reveals this desire. There sre perhaps few
pecple who have to experience their insapacity for real love in such a bitter and
painful way as the homosexual, When we can mzke visible behind his so often destructive
acts the desperate desire fur love, we aiso can make free his way to Christ.

"I a man has chesen the homosaxual way of 1ife, prefers homosexual circles
and homssexval friends and does not ahew any desire cr willingness to change, it does
not make sense to pusk hln or try to change him, I: is much more important to relate
to him en hie bzslis of reaiity, to show wndsratanding and to prevent any form of
rejection of him as a human bsing, who needs love ud charity perhaps more than anye
body else. Our general attituds teward homusexuality should be free from anxiety and
fear, not to speak of disgust snd rejecton. By a relaxed and understanding relationship
to our homosexual fellow man, we might help him more than by an overly moralistic
concern which requires change s a condition for friendship.

"If we are comnitted to the word of God as revealed in the person of Jesus
Christ, we are invited to underztand the homosexusi existence as an expression of our
basic human conditiunse. which is in essence n ey for the liberating power of faith,
hope and lice.® « Fr. Nouwens INTIMACY Fides Pubonc. Notre Dame, Indiana - $2.50
LI LRI R TR AR SR T

At the past Junme Z0th meeting, officers were appointed for DIGNITY - L.A.
Beb Pelletier: General Chairman, Frank Pilckell: Membership Chairman and Treasurer,
Bob Mitchell: Secretary, (il Estrada: Recreation Coomittee, and Gabe Estradas Social
Involvement Commitiee.

A% the June meeting several signed for chess, tennis, ping-pong, cards, and
scrabble. Ifyu would like to gst together occasicnally for an evening of companione
ship with new friends, give Gil Estrada a call in Long Beachs 422 5807,

N.B. Gil Estrada volunteered to host the July 23 meeting at 42 W. Arbor St in Long
Beach (422 5807). Business/involvment meeting begin at 7:30. Our regular
discussion/sensitivity meeting will start at 8:00 followed by Mass. Hope to see every=
body at the July 25th meeting - we need you to help DIGNITY grow and mature. As a

Gay Christian you have your own dynamic personality, individuality and talents to share
with us. This interchange ¢f mind and heart requires your activik participation.

N.B. San Dlego meeting will be on July 24th at 7:30., It will be held at Paul's
home: 3020 Reynard Way. Phone 298 3752, Fr. Pat phone: 291 7985



